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HELPING HANDS ASSIGNMENTS 
Month of September 2021 

USHERING: 

Sunday, Sept. 5 at 10 a.m.:  Kent & Sheila Brown family 

Sunday, Sept. 12 at 10 a.m.:  Marlo Byberg & Barry McNett 

Sunday, Sept. 19 at 10 a.m.:  Matt & Allison Pfeiffer family 

Sunday, Sept. 26 at 10 a.m.:  Michael & Chelsey Zeltinger family 

 

 

READER:  Sunday, Sept. 5:  Susette Allmaras 

CO-CHAIRPERSONS:   Susette Allmaras & Marilyn Gedrose 

FUND:  Carpet Fund 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP: 

Sunday, Sept. 5 at 9:15 a.m.:  No coffee fellowship 

Sunday, Sept. 12 at 9:15 a.m.:  Ardyce Snyder 

Sunday, Sept. 19 at 9:15 a.m.:  Marilyn Gedrose 

Sunday, Sept. 26 at 9:00 a.m.:  100th Anniversary fellowship time 

 

Please note:  If you cannot do your task, please find someone to switch with!  
If you cannot find someone to switch, please notify a chairperson.         

Thanks for your help! 

 

Attention Ushers: Please fill out the Usher Report provided at the back of 
the church on the shelf by the offering plates.  It is important that you take a 
head count and put the number on the report.   There is also a sheet on the 

bulletin board with the duties of the ushers. 
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Congregational Leaders Gather for Synod Assembly 
 
By Pastor Amy Kippen 

On August 14-15, leaders 
from the congregations of the 
Eastern ND Synod of the 
ELCA gathered at the Holiday 
Inn in Fargo for their Synod 
Assembly.  

Several hundred lay leaders, pastors, and deacons gathered for 
what might be called the annual synod business meeting. Think 
of it as our congregation’s annual meeting, only at synod level.  

 
EaND Synod is made up of192 congregations, 
totaling 101,602 baptized members. The synod 
covers approximately the eastern third of the 
state of North Dakota, and is divided into eight 
conferences. Our congregation is in the Prairie 
Rose Conference.  
 
Ardyce Snyder, congregation president and I 
represented our congregation at this years As-
sembly, which gathered under the theme “Live 
in Love”.  
 

Over our two days together, we joined in worship, met with our 
Prairie Rose Conference leaders, and did the business of the 
church in three plenary sessions. We also had the opportunity 
to attend informative breakout sessions on relevant topics.  
 
The “Live in Love” theme came from Ephesians 5:2b which 
reads — and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself 
up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Several 
speakers helped us dive deep into the theme, by speaking of 
their own ministry passions. We learned about self care in the 
midst of anxiety, walking with those in crisis, finding truth in cre-
ation, and the nature of invisible poverty in rural North Dakota.  
              Continued on pg 7 
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The deadline to RSVP for the 100th Anniversary celebration dinner is 
September 1st.   Please call the church office at 947-2478 to RSVP for 
the event as we need a number to plan the lasagna dinner.  Fellowship 
coffee hour begins at 9 a.m., Worship at 10 a.m. and the dinner will 
follow worship.  Hope you can join us in celebrating this special day! 
 
Mobile Food Pantry will be at St. John’s Catholic Church parking lot 
on Wednesday, September 29th from 10:45-11:45.  Please stop by if 
you can use a food donation. 
 
LiFT! Guide and Jr. Guide Huddle/Training on Wednesday, Sept. 15th 
at 7 p.m.  7th Grade LiFT! Orientation will be on Wednesday, Sept. 
22nd at 7 p.m.  This class is for both parents and kids to attend.  7th—
9th grade LiFT! Kick-off night is Wednesday, September 29th at 7 
p.m.  This class is for both parents and kids to attend. 
 
Backpack Blessing will be held on Sunday, September 12th during the 
worship service.  Teachers, students (college-age also) bring your 
backpacks for a special blessing during the worship service.  We will 
also resume Children’s message and Noisy Offering as usual during 
worship that day.   
 
Coffee Fellowship is starting on Sunday, September 12th.  We ask that 
anyone serving fellowship time will bring snacks that are purchased 
from the bakery or grocery store and not prepared at home to keep  
everyone safe during covid.  Please join us at 9:15 to enjoy fellowship 
time with your church family!  On September 26th fellowship time 
begins at 9 a.m. for the 100th Anniversary celebration.   
 
SMASH and LiFT! program updates and schedules for the new year 
will be coming out soon.  Watch your mailbox and the church Face-
book pages for all the info.  SMASH parent orientation on Sept. 19th 
from 4-5:30 p.m.   
 
Luther League pizza party will be held at the church on Sunday, Sept. 
19th at 6:30 p.m.  This is for grades 10-12.  Please join us! 
 
 11 

 

   Backpack Program 
 
The Hunger Free Food Pantry is once again 
looking for donors to sponsor a child for the 
2021/2022 school year.  The cost is $5 a 
week per child so $95 for half a year or $190 
for the full school year.  Last year we served 
13 children each week. The kids take home a 
backpack of food on Fridays and it provides 
them with light meals and snacks to supple-
ment their meals over the weekend.  
 

Another way to help out with this program if you are a Thrivent member 
is this:  Fill out paperwork for a Thrivent Action Team Event for back-
pack program and you receive $250 which you can then donate to Great 
Plains Food Bank.  Contact Great Plains or the church office to let us 
know you have done this for the backpack program in New Rockford.  
They will then mark that donation to be used by our food pantry when we 
order the weekly backpacks for the kids.  
 
A few years ago as further outreach to hungry children, we started a 
‘second helpings’ program.  This fund pays for kids in the free and re-
duced bracket to receive a second helping at no charge.  Free and reduced 
kids need to pay for their seconds at the regular price, they are not free or 
at a reduced cost.  Sometimes this is the only good meal children receive 
in their day.  

We believe that when a child is fed, they are equipped to learn, grow and 
imagine a future filled with opportunity!  Donations can be given to Hun-
ger Free Food Pantry at First Lutheran Church and marked as backpack 
sponsor and/or second helpings.  Thanks for helping with the hunger fight 
in our community! 

Memorials given during August: 
MUSIC FUND 

IMO Lynette Clelland, by 

Scott & Nan Taverna 

 

SMASH FUND 

IMO Lynette Clelland, by 

Duane & Joan Heckaman 
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On Sunday mornings, the entire Board of Education (alternating Sundays) 
will be able to help teach the children. Parents and church members are en-
couraged to volunteer to help in various ways. The proposed schedule is that 
the children arrive and attend church services with their parents through the 
children’s sermon.  After the children’s sermon the children, teachers, and 
helpers will go downstairs to participate in a lesson and various activities for 
about one-half hour. Everyone will then come back upstairs for the conclu-
sion of church services. Children in grades Pre-School through Grade Six 
are eligible for this program. 
 
Several of First Lutheran’s youth are involved in the Bumble Bee Babysit-
ting Club. They are raising money to buy each member a first aid kit to take 
on babysitting jobs. Shelly made a motion to donate $100 to this club, Caris-
sa seconded the motion, motion passed. 
 
Pastor Amy has shown an interest in getting involved with Relevance to 
Resonance, a study group that will explore and identify with pastoral leader-
ship and congregational ministry in today’s culture and world. In order to be 
a part of this group, pastors must apply for and be chosen to become a part 
of this study. Those chosen will receive a grant to cover all expenses.  Caris-
sa made a motion encouraging Pastor Amy to apply for the Relevance to 
Resonance grant. Shelly seconded the motion, motion passed. 
 
A memorial for Sylvia Kjos has been designated to First Lutheran Church 
by her estate.  Projects selected to be completed with this memorial money 
are the renovation of the confirmation board display and purchasing an out-
door memorial bench. 
 
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday is being planned for a Sunday this fall. 
This is when church members will complete community service projects. 
 
Faith 5 continued: 
4. Pray 
5. Blessing 
 
The meeting was concluded by praying for special concerns and the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Janel Fortney 
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CHURCH RECORDS 

ATTENDANCE: OFFERING: 
August 1 - 59 $2,646.00      

August 4 - 48 $   355.00 

August 8 - 58 $2,698.00    

August 11 - 7 $     50.00 

August 15 - 53 $1,660.00      

August 18 - 49 $   343.00   

August 22 - 88 $3,091.00 

 

 

WEEKLY NEED: $   2,716.00 
Y-T-D EXPENSES: $ 92,410.41     
Y-T-D OFFERING: $ 98,818.10 
Y-T-D BUDGET: $ 94,143.84  

General Fund  
(Checking Account) 

Balance as of 8/26/2021: 
$26,040.83 

 

 

 SPECIAL ACCOUNTS: 

Property Fund:  $38,852.12 
Hopes & Dreams:  $1,635.32 

Banner Fund:  $579.08 
Music Fund:  $179.01 

Budget Reserve:  $3,082.84 
Thrivent Choice:  $209.00 
Noisy Offering:  $445.00 

FLC Men’s group:  $1,653.98 
Carpet Fund:  $8,561.71 

100th Anniversary:  $3,489.71 

Special Account  
(Savings Account)  

Balance as of 8/26/2021: 
$58,687.08 

 

 
  
 
 

Susette Allmaras 
Tom & Sheri Anderson 

Bev Bjornson 
Kent & Sheila Brown family 

Marlo & Bonnie Byberg 
David Bymoen 

Jim & Michelle Fleming  
Bruce & Donna Gedrose 

Marilyn Gedrose 
Janet Heskin 
Deb Holly 

Nancy Ludwig 
Metta McDowell 

Barry McNett 
Dennis Nybo 

Kristy O’Connor family 
Larry & Bev Pederson 
Ami Peterson family 

Matt & Allison Pfeiffer family 
Ardyce Snyder 

Chad & Amy Wobbema family 
Michael & Chelsey Zeltinger family 

 
 

Acolyte Schedule: 
  Sunday,  Sept.5: 

Bennett Meier & Jackson Schumacher 
Sunday,  Sept. 12 

Addysen Fandrich & Ava Peterson 
Sunday, Sept. 19:  

Tristan Shrock & Noah Wobbema 
Sunday, Sept. 26: 

Alex Weisenburger & Easton Benz 
 
 
 

 

September (Group 4) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjcjoC7hsXTAhVJ4oMKHYMpDzIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sharparrows.org%2Finitiatives%2F&psig=AFQjCNFUi501vEnBoRKHEPvm4OuG49pq3A&ust=1493396683955699
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Thanks to all the sponsors of our radio broadcasts! 
 

Sept. 5: IMO Jack McDowell, by Metta McDowell. 

Sept. 12:  IMO Doris Jordan, by Tom & Kathy Ryan. 

Sept. 19:  IMO Char Lesmeister, by Wayne Lesmeister family. 

Sept. 26:  IHO all First Lutheran members, by  Pastor Amy Kippen. 

 

All dates for 2021 radio broadcast sponsorships are filled.    

Thank you for all the sponsorships!   
 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 2021: 

BAPTISMS:   

 

WEDDINGS:   

 

FUNERALS:  

 

TRANSFERS:  

 

 

 

 
 

ALTAR  
COMMITTEE 
for September 

Sharon Weisenburger 

Karla Berglund 

 

Your 2021 schedules are 

in your church mailbox! 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 
Lay Ministry/Evangelism—It was decided to have communion September 
26th for the 100th Anniversary Celebration even though it is not a regular 
communion Sunday. Pass by communion at the rail will begin on October 3. 
It was decided to have services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day but not 
on Sunday December 26. 
 
Property/Stewardship Board—Corey reported that three windows at the 
front of the church have been repaired and painted. Bruce reported that on 
August 19 the carpet will be cleaned in the fellowship hall, the offices, and 
the hallway. The kitchen and bathroom floors will be thoroughly cleaned and 
the grout will be resealed. Other projects that will be completed before the 
100th Anniversary are: Repairs to the parament closet in the balcony, the 
front door will be cleaned and stained with a varnish sealer, the roof above 
the old front door will be repaired and re-shingled and rain gutters installed. 
October 3 will be Stewardship Emphasis Sunday—Members will receive a 
time and talent sheet that will give all members an opportunity to share their 
talents with the congregation. Everyone is encouraged to fill in and return the 
questionnaire. The men of the church will host the annual Groundhog’s Day 
lunch on Sunday, February 6. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Return to normal in August: 
• Passing of the Peace, without touching. 
• All pews will be made available. 
Return to normal on September 12—Backpack Blessing Sunday: 
• Coffee hour will start again with snacks being prepared commercially. 
• Announcement handouts (if necessary) will be available. 
• Children’s Sermon and passing Noisy Offering. 
• Offering plates will continue to be at the entrance but the acolytes will carry 
them to the front of the church at offering time. 
• If there are any funerals; the helping hands groups will order, prepare at the 
church, and serve the main course. Bars or desserts will still need to be com-
mercially prepared. The sanctuary and fellowship hall can now have 75% 
occupancy which is approximately 225 in sanctuary and 150 people in fel-
lowship hall. 
Return to normal in October: 
• Pass-by communion at the rail on October 3. 
 Youth Education (Formerly SMASH) will begin on Sunday, October 10. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: This year there will be a change in SMASH; the children 
will once again meet on Sunday mornings. The main reason for this change is 
the inability to recruit teaching staff because of work and home schedules.  
      (continued on next page) 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First Lutheran Church Council met on August 11, 2021. In attendance were 
Pastor Amy Kippen, Ardyce Snyder, Shelly Ehni, Amy Perleberg, Janine An-
derson, Glenda Collier, Bruce Hirchert, Kayla Jay, Carissa Johnson, Jon John-
son, Katie Jorgenson, Corey Longnecker, and Janel Fortney. The meeting was 
called to order by President Ardyce Snyder. There were no additions or cor-
rections to the agenda. Bruce made a motion to approve the agenda. Glenda 
seconded the motion, the agenda was approved. 
 
Pastor Amy led us in Faith 5: 
1. Share highs and lows 
2. Bible verse: Romans 8:11 
3. Discuss verse 
 
Secretary’s Report—Glenda made a motion to accept the minutes as written. 
Bruce seconded the motion, motion carried. 
 
Financial and Treasurer's Report—As of August 11, the checking account 
showed a balance of $29,750.72. Katie made a motion to approve the financial 
report. Jon seconded the motion, motion carried. 
 
Correspondence—A thank you note was read from Dani Bjerke for the 
scholarship she received. Pastor Amy thanked the council for the blanket she 
received for her birthday. A note was read from the Red Willow Bible Camp 
Counselors that worked with the Bible School students saying that the kids 
and the Board of Education were fantastic to work with! 
 
Cards of Care—Several cards of care were presented to and signed by coun-
cil members and Pastor Amy led us in prayer for the recipients. 
 
REPORTS: 
Pastor’s Report—Pastor Amy reported that the Helping Hands group have 
been reassigned into eight groups. She reported that she enjoyed working with 
and getting to know the youth who will be starting confirmation this fall while 
being Pastor of the Week at Red Willow Bible Camp. Pastor Amy reported 
that she will be attending the Synod Assembly on August 14-15, the Worship 
Calendar for September 1, 2021—August 31, 2022 has been completed, and a 
Ladies Night Out evening on October 18, 2021 is being planned. 
 
Board of Education—VBS was held August 4-6 with 37 children attending. 
The Board of Education hosted a picnic for the children and their families and 
reported that approximately 85 people were in attendance. 
 

5 

 
Several things are coming up for First    
Lutheran women.    You will want to mark 
your calendars and keep these dates in 
mind. 
 
The 33rd Annual Convention of EaNDSWO 
(Eastern North Dakota Synodical Women’s 

Organization) will take place on Saturday, September 18, 2021, at the 
Park River Bible Camp, Park River, ND.  What a great way to be a part 
of learning and fellowship at one of our bible camps.  For additional in-
formation please contact Marilee Eikom at 701-262-4566 or 701-270-
1909.  She is the leader of the cluster that New Rockford is a part of 
(Prairie Rose). 
 
September is one of the months that we are scheduled to host the birth-
day party at the Lutheran Home.  We furnish a cake and usually provide 
entertainment.  Terri Backer who oversees this occasion at the Lutheran 
Home said that the entertainment and our attending the party will de-
pend on the virus.  Terri said that she would keep Betty in touch on how 
we can help with the birthday party in September which is held on the 
3rd Tuesday of the month (September 21, 2021).  
 
October 18, 2021, Women’s Night Out for the ladies of our church – a 
planning committee is being put together for this event.  If you have any 
ideas or thoughts or would like to be a part of the committee, please let 
Amy at the Church office know. 
 
November 14th, 2021 and November 17th, 2021 the annual Thank Offer-
ing will be taken during the church services. 
 
December 11th, 2021 – The annual Advent Tea will be held at First    
Lutheran for the community. 
 
More details regarding these events will be provided as things are final-
ized. 
 
Please remember that the Women’s Ministries/WELCA is for all women 
of our church and your thoughts and ideas are welcomed at any time. 
 
Have a Blessed Day! 
Ardyce Snyder and Betty Westby, co-chairpersons 
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  1st -  Mary Walz 
  3rd - Danielle Bjerke 
  5th - Andrew Bachmeier 
  7th - Marty Koepplin 
  8th -  Miranda Johnson 
  9th - Terry Koepplin 
  Shirley Lindstrom 
  Brycen Shroyer 
10th – Rylan Bittman 
13th – Logan Cudworth 
  Jeffrey Halvorson 
15th - Emma Duda 
16th - Casey Geistfeld 
          Betty Georgeson 
18th - Rachel Anderson 
19th - Hannah Heinz 
  
 

If you find that your  
birthday  isn’t listed, or if  
the date is wrong, please  

let us know. 

      

20th - Bev Broin 
  Kent Brown 
21st - Harrison Jorgensen 
22nd - Adam Fleming 
  Rachel Holzwarth 
          Marty Larson 
  Kortney Roscoe 
24th - Kayla Jay 
       William Jorgensen 
   Brooke Longnecker 
25th - John Hovey 
28th - Cassie Longnecker 
  Dori Tollefson 
29th - Debra Larson 
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First Lutheran Foundation 

     The Foundation was established in 2009 to create an entity  
for contributions to FLC programs with tax favorability to donors.  
Contributions allocated according to these guidelines:  25% to En-
dowment (only interest is used); 25% to FLC programs; 25% to 
community  projects; 25% to Missions. 

     Professional advice is available through ELCA.  Contact your 
tax advisor for State and Federal tax benefits.  Contact Foundation 
board members for more information:  Bruce Hirchert, Jeanette 
Perleberg, Richard  Carlson, Amy Perleberg & Dori Tollefson.  

Please remember First Lutheran Foundation in your Estate 
and Financial planning! 

 

We were challenged by each of the speakers to ask ourselves 
how God might be calling our congregations to live in love in a 
new and transformative way.  
 
Tammy Jackson, a Senior Director at the ELCA Churchwide 
offices in Chicago brought greetings from our Churchwide Staff 
and Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. She shared many sto-
ries of the impactful ministry the ELCA is doing here in America 
and abroad with our global ministries such as ELCA World Hun-
ger, Lutheran Disaster Response, and Lutheran World Relief. It 
became clear to all of us at the assembly that being church to-
gether means we can accomplish far more ministry than any 
one congregation can do on its own.  
 
A resolution was brought before the assembly regarding refu-
gee resettlement in ND. It acknowledges the gap in refugee ser-
vices created by the closing of Lutheran Social Services of ND. 
The resolution asks congregations to provide as much financial 
assistance as possible to LIRS (Lutheran Immigration and Ref-
ugee Services), as LIRS has stepped into the gap, providing 
refugee resettlement services in ND.  
 
It was a great privilege to attend this year’s assembly. Ardyce 
and I welcome any further questions you may have.  
 


