HELPING HANDS ASSIGNMENTS
Month of July 2021
USHERING:
Sunday, July 4 at 10 a.m.: Rick Swenson
Sunday, July 11 at 10 a.m.: Roger & Betty Westby
Sunday, July 18 at 10 a.m.: Karla Berglund family
Sunday, July 25 at 10 a.m.: Bruce Hirchert
Attention Ushers: Please fill out the Usher Report provided at the back of
the church on the shelf by the offering plates. It is important that you take a
head count and put the number on the report. There is also a sheet on the
bulletin board with the duties of the ushers.

READER: Sunday, July 4: Colleen Semmens
CO-CHAIRPERSONS: Kristi Swenson
FUND: Carpet Fund
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP:
Sunday, July 4 at 9:15 a.m.: No coffee fellowship
Sunday, July 11 at 9:15 a.m.: No coffee fellowship
Sunday, July 18 at 9:15 a.m.: No coffee fellowship
Sunday, July 25 at 9:15 a.m.: No coffee fellowship

Please note: If you cannot do your task, please find someone to switch with!
If you cannot find someone to switch, please notify a chairperson.
Thanks for your help!
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Preaching is So Weird! (and wonderful)

By Pastor Amy Kippen

Every once in a while, it hits me – preaching is just so weird! I say
that, not with a heaviness, but rather with a sort of “shake my head
whimsical wondering”.
Now perhaps preaching seems weird to me simply because I am rather new
at it. Maybe over time, it will seem less weird. But each week when I sit
down with my Bible and computer, I am struck again by just how strange
the whole endeavor is.
Now, me saying such a statement might seem weird to you, so let me try to
make my case.
First is the fact that preaching is not a single act, but is really a three-step
process. Before a sermon is preached, it must be written. And before a sermon is written, the Scripture text must be studied.
So, I begin each week with the Biblical text that is assigned for that week.
We follow what is called the Revised Common Lectionary, a three-year
schedule of readings. The strange thing about the RCL is that is jumps all
over the place. One week we are in Jesus’ last week on earth and the next
week, Jesus is a boy in the temple. Additionally, sometimes there is a theme
that connects all four readings and sometimes there is no thread to be found.
Study of the Scripture involves several versions of the Bible, notes from
study Bibles, and Bible commentaries. This process is sometimes fun and
sometimes no fun at all. Every week, the goal of study is to learn but also to
find a direction in which to go with the sermon. Each week, I struggle with
knowing how much studying is enough and when to transition from study
into writing. I would say on most weeks, the study period is less than two
hours and results in many notes and words, many ideas written on a blank
piece of paper.
Then comes writing the sermon. Actually, a better word would be
“crafting”. Because from my notes pages, I try to create an outline, and from
the outline I either create a manuscript or a PowerPoint presentation.
Throughout the creation process the hardest part is the transitioning from
one idea to the next. I work hard to make it flow. It is also hard to find the
balance between “real life” analogies, and teaching specifically about the
history of the Biblical text. Each sermon requires dozens of decisions about
what to say and where to go next. All the while, I am trusting that the Holy
Spirit is guiding my thoughts and leading me to proclaim to all of you what
God wants proclaimed.
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(Pastor Amy—continued from page 1)

Thanks to all who continue to send in their offering, even if you are
not yet attending in-person worship services. We appreciate you all
and your continued support of FLC as we could not continue our ministry without each and every one of you! Just a reminder, you can follow along with worship with a bulletin that is posted weekly on the
church website at www.flcnewrock.org.

Mark your calendar for our 100th Anniversary celebration on Sunday,
September 26th. We will have a special worship service followed by a
lasagna dinner. Please call the church office at 947-2478 to RSVP for
the event as we need a number to plan the dinner.
If you have any flowers you would like to share for Sunday worship
services this summer, we really appreciate it!
VBS is scheduled for August 4-6. Please return your registration
forms to the church office if your children will be attending so plans
can be made. There is a sign-up sheet at the bottom of the stairs for
different needs for VBS, please help out where you can! There are
also extra registration forms available if you have grandchildren,
neighbors, or friends who would like to attend. VBS is free to all kids
thanks to a wonderful donation from FL Foundation!
S’mores Worship will be held on Wednesdays, July 14th and 21st.
Please join us for outdoor worship at 6 p.m. More info on page 7.
Worship in the Park will be held downtown at the gazebo park on Sunday, July 18th. A picnic lunch will follow the worship service. There
are some benches available but please bring a lawn chair if you can to
help with seating.
A Blood Drive will be held on Monday, July 26th from 11:30-6:00
p.m. Please stop by if you are willing to donate.
Mobile Food Pantry will be at St. John’s Catholic Church parking lot
on Thursday, July 1st from 10:45-11:45. Please stop by if you can use
a food donation.
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The difficult part about doing that, is the fact that you all are individual people with different experiences and needs that change from day to day and
week to week. Some of you come to church that day needing comfort, some
need a dose of joy, some need to be challenged, and some need to learn
something totally new. The truth is that on my own, delivering a message
that meets everyone’s needs is impossible. But thankfully, I am not in this
preaching gig alone. I’ve got the Holy Spirit.
And this is where weird meets wonderful.
The Spirit takes my meager thoughts and ideas and somehow turns them into
Good News and Good News is always wonderful. It is Good News that this
ancient book we call the Bible is not just a bunch of old words, but is actually alive and speaking to us, even now.
And it is Good News that the Good News comes to us in worship, not just
through the sermon, but through the liturgy, through our prayers, and through
the sacraments. And the Good news comes to us in our gathering together as
one people, as the church of Christ.
And to this, we say—Thanks be to God!

First Lutheran Foundation
The Foundation was established in 2009 to create an entity
for contributions to FLC programs with tax favorability to donors.
Contributions allocated according to these guidelines: 25% to Endowment (only interest is used); 25% to FLC programs; 25% to
community projects; 25% to Missions.
Professional advice is available through ELCA. Contact your
tax advisor for State and Federal tax benefits. Contact Foundation
board members for more information: Bruce Hirchert, Jeanette
Perleberg, Richard Carlson, Amy Perleberg & Dori Tollefson.
Please remember First Lutheran Foundation in your Estate
and Financial planning!
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CHURCH RECORDS
ATTENDANCE: OFFERING:
June 2 - 8
June 6 - 51
June 9 - 12
June 13 - 51
June 16 - 26
June 20 – 38

July (Group 3)

$ 40.00
$3,230.00
$ 375.00
$1,671.00
$ 73.00
$1,030.00

Kerstin Allmaras
Avolt & Jen Baumbach family
Karla Berglund family
Chris & Courtney Bittman family
Ed Brecto
Jake Clelland
Marlyss Fleming
Betty Georgeson
Bruce & Jodi Hirchert
Emilee Larson family
Gary Lindquist
Sharon Norton
Colleen Semmens
Rick & Kristi Swenson
Roger & Betty Westby

WEEKLY NEED:
$ 2,716.00
Y-T-D EXPENSES: $ 69,193.44
Y-T-D OFFERING: $ 71,184.00
Y-T-D BUDGET:
$ 70,607.88
General Fund
(Checking Account)
Balance as of 6/28/2021:

$21,643.70

SPECIAL ACCOUNTS:
Property Fund: $14,989.96
Hopes & Dreams: $1,630.32
Banner Fund: $229.99
Music Fund: $104.01
Budget Reserve: $3,072.84
Thrivent Choice: $209.00
Noisy Offering: $356.00
FLC Men’s group: $2,653.98
Carpet Fund: $8,561.71
100th Anniversary: $3,379.71
Special Account
(Savings Account)
Balance as of 6/28/2021:

Acolyte Schedule:
Sunday, July 4:
Mathew Schuster & Bradyn Collier
Sunday, July 11:
Bennett Meier & Jackson Schumacher
Sunday, July 18:
Addysen Fandrich & Ava Peterson
Sunday, July 25:
Tristan Shrock & Noah Wobbema

$35,187.52
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CHURCH COUNCIL

Thanks to all the sponsors of our radio broadcasts!
July 4: IHO our anniversary, by Tom & Kathy Ryan.
July 11: IMO Ray & Olene Lommen, by Richard & Vicky Ryan family and
Dennis & Debra Lommen family.
July 18: Worship in the Park
July 25: IMO Arland Clelland, by Bruce & Jodi Hirchert family, Holly
Christopherson, Colleen Semmens & Dakota Clelland.
All dates for 2021 radio broadcast sponsorships are filled.
Thank you for all the sponsorships!

Property/Stewardship Board—Several repair projects at the church are
being considered. A special meeting to discuss project priorities will be
held at the church on June 23 at 7:30 p.m.
OLD BUSINESS:
Steps Back to Normalcy—Beginning in September, communion will once
again be distributed at the front of the church.
The Child Protection Policy previously written by FLC Board of Education members and approved by the council was submitted to the church’s
insurance agent, Morgan Lies. Morgan sent the policy to his insurance
company’s underwriting department who approved the policy and forwarded it to their legal team. Their legal team will determine if they will
provide coverage to FLC using that policy.
NEW BUSINESS:
The upcoming National Youth Gathering was discussed, it will be held
July 24-28, 2022 in Minneapolis, MN. Youth from all over the country
who are in grades 8-12 during the school year of 2021-2022 will be able
to attend. The conference consists of worship, fellowship, and service
projects. Pastor Amy is planning an extended trip where she will take interested youth to this conference and then do some extra touring and adventure events. More information will be available soon, as the Early Bird
deadline for the conference is November 21, 2021.

ALTAR
COMMITTEE
for July

JUNE 2021:
BAPTISMS:

Glenda Collier
Amy Perleberg

WEDDINGS:

FUNERALS:
Lynette Clelland on 6/29/21

Your 2021 schedules are
in your church mailbox!

TRANSFERS:

The transfer of money from one of our money markets to the property
fund was discussed. Sydney made a motion that $25,000 be transferred
from the Bank Forward Money Market Saving Account to the Credit Union Property Fund, to be used for church and parsonage property projects
at the discretion of the Property Board. Shelly seconded the motion, motion passed.
Faith 5 continued:
4. Pray
5. Blessing
The meeting was concluded by praying for special concerns and the
Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Janel Fortney
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CHURCH COUNCIL
First Lutheran Church Council met on June 9, 2021. In attendance were
Pastor Amy Kippen, Ardyce Snyder, Shelly Ehni, Amy Perleberg, Glenda
Collier, Audrey Davies, Corey Longnecker, Jim Schuster, Deb Stafford,
Sydney Ulrich, and Janel Fortney. The meeting was called to order by
President Ardyce Snyder. After a few additions, Glenda made a motion to
approve the agenda, Deb seconded the motion. The agenda was approved.
Pastor Amy led us in Faith 5:
1. Share highs and lows
2. Bible verse: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
3. Discuss verse
Secretary’s Report—Shelly made a motion to accept the minutes as written. Glenda seconded the motion, motion carried.
Financial and Treasurer's Report—As of June 9, the checking account
showed a balance of $26,799.59. Shelly made a motion to approve the financial report, Deb seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Women’s Ministries will hold a planning meeting on Thursday,
July 22nd at 10:00AM at the church for future upcoming events.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Correspondence—A thank you note was read from Chloe Heinz for the
scholarship she received.

Please contact us with ideas, concerns, or questions. We would
love to hear from each of you.

Cards of Care—Several cards of care were presented to and signed by
council members and Pastor Amy led us in prayer for the recipients.

Everyone have a blessed day.

REPORTS:
Pastor’s Report—Pastor Amy reported that 14 church youth are signed
up to attend Red Willow Bible Camp and that she will be the Pastor of the
Week at camp the first week of August. Pastor Amy reported that she
spoke at graduation and that S’more worship will start on Wednesday,
June 16. Chloe Heinz will lead worship on Sunday, June 13. A big thank
you was expressed for her willingness to lead our congregation in this way.

Ardyce (302-0332) and Betty (302-0348)

Board of Education—Vacation Bible School will be held August 4-6 and
there are 22 children signed up to attend.
Lay Ministry/Evangelism—On July 18, worship will be held in the Gazebo Park with lunch being served afterwards.
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1st - Jeff Erman
2nd - Kolton O’Connor
3rd - Patti Gehrtz
5th - Bob Hoffman
Janet Laube
th
6 - Karla Berglund
7th - Amy Kippen
10th - Eric Anderson
Ava Jay
th
11 - Becky Kjos
Janelle Koepplin
13th - David Fleming
Bennett Meier
th
15 - Michelle Koenig

16th - Tatyn Heskin
18th - Carrie Thompson Widmer
20th - Charlie Jorgensen
24th - Candace Jensen
Haydon Meier
th
25 - David Holzwarth
26th - Morgan Lies
Tammy Longnecker
Carmen Ludwig
Sharon Weisenburger
28th - Reed Weisenburger
29th - Rowan Collier
David Gehrtz
30th - Cassidy Bjerke
LaShane Wobbema

at 6:00 p.m.

We Need YOU!

If you find that your
birthday isn’t listed, or if
the date is wrong, please
let us know.

For each S’more Worship we need:
*Someone to build and stoke the fire
*Someone to coordinate the s’more fixings
Call the church office to volunteer!
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