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HELPING HANDS ASSIGNMENTS 
Month of March 2021 

USHERING: 

Sunday, March 7 at 10 a.m.:  Brenda & Alissa Bachmeier 

Sunday, March 14 at 10 a.m.:  Reed & Jenna Weisenburger family 

Sunday, March 21 at 10 a.m.:  Korby & Tara Seward family 

Sunday, March 28 at 10 a.m.:  Lucas & Terah Weisenburger family 

 

 

READER:  Sunday, March 7:  Kevin Cartwright 

CO-CHAIRPERSONS:   Jenna Weisenburger & Kevin Cartwright 

FUND:  Carpet Fund 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP: 

Sunday, March 7 at 9:15 a.m.:  No coffee fellowship 

Sunday, March 14 at 9:15 a.m.:  No coffee fellowship 

Sunday, March 21 at 9:15 a.m.:  No coffee fellowship 

Sunday, March 28 at 9:15 a.m.:  No coffee fellowship 

 

 

Please note:  If you cannot do your task, please find someone to switch with!  
If you cannot find someone to switch, please notify a chairperson.         
Thanks for your help! 

Attention Ushers: Please fill out the Usher Report provided at the back of 
the church on the shelf by the offering plates.  It is important that you take a 
head count and put the number on the report.   There is also a sheet on the 

bulletin board with the duties of the ushers. 
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 Who is God? by Pastor Amy 

     This past Sunday at Luther League we dove head first into the question 
“Who is God?”. With the help of a curriculum called Animate from the 
ELCA’s publishing house, we wrestled with this oh so important question. 
We talked about the images we have for God and where they come from; 
things like rock, fortress, big man upstairs, creator, king, mother bear, ab-
ba, potter, etc. The conversation was lively, and we came away with a bet-
ter understanding of how each of us understands and views God and how 
that came to be. It was such a great lesson; I’ve decided to share it here 
with all of you!  
     “Who is God?” was the first question I asked. Answers like- God is 
creator and God is love came quickly. One youth shared that they think of 
God as “everywhere and everything”. Then one young person shared that 
they typically think of God as a man with a long gray beard, and we all 
agreed that we too have that image of God. We wondered where we got 
that image from, and agreed it was probably from Sunday school lessons 
and children’s Bibles. Someone brought up the Trinity, and we quickly 
agreed that the Trinity is a hard thing to really grasp, but that we do be-
lieve in it.  
     We then watched a video of Brian McLaren, a well-known and well-
respected pastor, theologian, and professor. In the video, Brian validated 
some of the things we had just discussed like- yes, the Trinity is hard to 
really grasp and yes, of course we see God as an old man with a white 
beard!  
     Brian then taught us about two traditions in theology, two ways of 
seeking to understand God. The first is called Kataphatic Theology, 
which seeks to understand God using familiar images as metaphors. In 
Brian’s words, “Our images and words really can help us to conceive of 
and relate to God.” Apophatic Theology (also known as the via negativa) 
understands God through the subtraction of images. In Brian’s words, 
“God can never be reduced to images or contained by words.” 
And so we came to understand that both Kataphatic Theology and 
Apophatic Theology are true and good! Yes, we can use images to help 
us know who and what God is, AND God cannot and should not ever be 
reduced to our images of God.  
     It became clear that some people are naturally more wired and have 
been taught by their church and family to see God through Kataphatic 
Theology, and some people are naturally more wired and have been taught 
by their church and family to see God through Apophatic Theology.  
     Brian McLaren spoke of these two theologies as islands and cautioned 
us from clinging too much to one or the other. If we cling too tightly to the 
Kataphatic, we can become narrow in our thinking, clinging to just one  

      (continued on pg. 5) 
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Thanks to all who continue to send in their offering, even if you are 
not yet attending in-person worship services.  We appreciate you all 
and your continued support of FLC as we could not continue our 
ministry without each and every one of you! Just a reminder, you 
can follow along with worship with a bulletin that is posted weekly 
on the church website at www.flcnewrock.org.  
 
World Day of Prayer is Friday, March 5th.  An event will not be 
held this year due to covid but you may pray from home at 10 a.m. 
or anytime that works for you.  Thanks to all who have mailed in 
your Women’s Ministry gift! 
 
LIFT! meets each Wednesday of lent for worship at 6 p.m. Faith5 
following worship for kids and parents weekly.  LiFT! Guide Hud-
dle on Wednesday, March 24th at 7 p.m.  No LiFT! on March 31. 
 
Music & Arts Committee will meet on Sunday, March 7th follow-
ing worship to plan Holy Week and Easter.  
 
Breakout will be held on Wednesday, March 17th during the school 
lunch break.  Please join us for pizza and bring a friend! 
 
2021 offering envelopes are in your church mailboxes. Please pick 
them up as they will not be mailed out.  2020 year-end financial 
statements are also in your mailboxes.  If you would be willing to 
deliver to family, friends, coworkers or neighbors, please do so! 
 
Luther League will meet on Sundays, March 14th & 28th at 6 p.m.   
 
Faith Stepping Stone 5 Entrance to Confirmation class takes place 
on Saturday, March 20th and Sunday, March 28th from 1-4 both 
days.  Please return your registration forms to the church office. 
 
A Blood Drive will be held on Tuesday, March 23rd from 12:30-
6:00 p.m.  Please call Amy Cudworth at 302-0337 to schedule your 
appointment to donate. 
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Palm Sunday worship, March 28th at 10 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday worship, April 1st at 6 p.m. 

Good Friday worship, April 2nd at 6 p.m. 

Easter Sunday worship, April 4th at 8 a.m. & 10 a.m. 

 

 

Schedule for Wednesday Lenten Services 
 

Wednesday, March 3:  We will discuss chapters 2 & 3, the 
theme this week is compassion. 

 
Wednesday, March 10:  We will discuss chapters 4 & 5, the 

theme this week is worth. 
 

Wednesday, March 17:  We will discuss chapters 6 & 7, the 
theme this week is belonging. 

 
Wednesday, March 24:  We will discuss chapters 8 & 9, the 

theme this week is kinship. 
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2020 Thrivent Choice Dollars 

      

     You have until March 30, 2021 to move your 2020 funds.  FLC 
appreciates all gifts designated to our church! 

     Thrivent has a great support line, 1-800-847-4836, to answer any 
questions or help you move funds.  You can also call Vicki at 947-
5433 and she will try to answer any questions.   

 

Memorials given during February: 
CARPET FUND 

IMO Ervin Longnecker, by 
Ervin’s family 

IMO Charlie Richter, by 
Tim & Amy Perleberg 

Roger & Patti Longnecker 
Verna Guler 

David & Patti Gehrtz 

RADIO FUND 

IMO Charlie Richter, by 

Leland Jensen 

Bev & Wendy Lesmeister 

 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

IMO Charlie Richter, by 

Richard Carlson 

Allan & Gail Weisenburger 

First Lutheran Foundation 

     The Foundation was established in 2009 to create an entity  
for contributions to FLC programs with tax favorability to donors.  
Contributions allocated according to these guidelines:  25% to En-
dowment (only interest is used); 25% to FLC programs; 25% to 
community  projects; 25% to Missions. 

     Professional advice is available through ELCA.  Contact your 
tax advisor for State and Federal tax benefits.  Contact Foundation 
board members for more information:  Bruce Hirchert, Jeanette 
Perleberg, Richard  Carlson, Amy Perleberg & Dori Tollefson.  

Please remember First Lutheran Foundation in your Estate 
and Financial planning! 
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CHURCH RECORDS 

ATTENDANCE: OFFERING: 
Feb. 3 - 21 $   392.00    

Feb. 7 - 33 $   990.00 

Feb. 10 - 23 $   110.00 

Feb. 14 - 36 $2,464.00   

Feb. 17 - 105 $   687.00 

Feb. 21 – 43 $2,396.00    

 

 

WEEKLY NEED: $    2,716.00 
Y-T-D EXPENSES: $  23,502.04 
Y-T-D OFFERING: $  22,420.00 
Y-T-D BUDGET: $  23,535.96 

General Fund  
(Checking Account) 

Balance as of 2/24/2021: 
$18,571.10 

 

 SPECIAL ACCOUNTS: 

Property Fund:  $15,553.96 
Hopes & Dreams:  $1,630.32 

Banner Fund:  $229.99 
Music Fund:  $761.20 

Budget Reserve:  $3,054.32 
Thrivent Choice:  $2.00 
Noisy Offering:  $0.00 
Lent Offering:  $580.00 

FLC Men’s group:  $2,653.98 
Carpet Fund:  $8,406.71 

100th Anniversary:  $3,359.71 

Special Account  
(Savings Account)  

Balance as of 2/24/2021: 
$36,232.19 

 
 

  
 
 
 

Christina Anderson 
Alissa Bachmeier & Nate Collier family 

Andrew & Amy Bachmeier 
Bill & Brenda Bachmeier 
Kevin & Vikki Cartwright 

Jim Dockter 
Adam & Ashley Fleming family 
Curtis & Marty Larson family 

Dennis & Debra Lommen 
Eloise Lucht 

Barb Perleberg 
Korby & Tara Seward family 

Kathy Thompson 
Ken & Marlys Throlson 

Lucas & Terah Weisenburger family 
Reed & Jenna Weisenburger family 

 
 
 
 
 

Acolyte Schedule: 
  Sunday,  March 7: 

Abigail Nystrom & Bailey Baumbach 
Sunday, March 14:  

Hannah Dockter & Kaiya O’Connor 
Sunday, March 21: 

Bennett Meier & Jackson Schumacher 
Sunday, March 28: 

Addysen Fandrich & Ava Peterson 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

March (Group 10) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjcjoC7hsXTAhVJ4oMKHYMpDzIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sharparrows.org%2Finitiatives%2F&psig=AFQjCNFUi501vEnBoRKHEPvm4OuG49pq3A&ust=1493396683955699
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Thanks to all the sponsors of our radio broadcasts! 
 

Feb. 7: IMO Oswald & Signe Lee, by Doreen Taylor and family. 

Feb. 14:  IHO Dylan Rossow’s birthday, by Rachel Anderson & family. 

Feb. 21:  IMO Darlene Hungness, by Paul Hungness. 

Feb. 28:  IHO my birthday, by Erin Radke. 

There following dates are open for 2021 radio sponsorship:  March 28; 
Aug. 8 & 22;  Sept. 26. If you would like to sponsor a broadcast, please call 

the church office. The cost is $50 for a Sunday.  Thank you for all the 
sponsorships!   

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2020: 

BAPTISMS:   

Rylan Elise Bittmann on 2/13/21 
 

WEDDINGS:   

Ross & Melanie (Thompson) Homelvig  
on 2/20/21 
 

FUNERALS:  

Charlie Richter on 2/19/21 
 

TRANSFERS:  

Dennis Nybo from House of Prayer,  
Bismarck, ND to FLC 

 

 

 

ALTAR  
COMMITTEE 
for March 

Glenda Collier 

Amy Perleberg 

 

Your 2021 schedules are 

in your church mailbox! 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 
OLD BUSINESS 
Child Protection Policy Update-A committee made up of Melony 
Allmaras, Jon Johnson, Katie Jorgenson, Erin Radke, LaShane Wobbe-
ma, Carissa Johnson and Pastor Amy reviewed a policy from the 
Bowdon Church. The committee was able to change that policy to fit 
our needs. A sub committee was formed to review it and then present it 
for approval to the Council. 
Lutheran Social Service benevolence re-designated-There was discus-
sion on what to do with the $500 designated to LSS now that it has dis-
solved. Glenda made a motion to table the decision until April. Katie 
seconded the motion, motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Extra Benevolence-Giving Hearts day is February 11. Rick made a mo-
tion to donate $100 to the New Rockford Ambulance and $100 to Lan-
don’s Light. Corey seconded the motion, motion carried. 
Bank Accounts-Carissa made a motion to remove Bruce Hirchert from 
the Bank Forward and Community Credit Union accounts and add Ar-
dyce Snyder along with removing Stacy Benz from the Community 
Credit Union Youth account and adding Pastor Amy Kippen. Katie se-
conded the motion, motion carried. 
Zoom Council Training February 28th from 2-5-The Synod is providing 
training sessions for new and old council members. Registration is on 
the Synod website.  
Governor’s Covid-19 Green Designation-We are now able to be at 80% 
occupancy with masks and social distancing. We are be able to seat 120 
people in the Sanctuary and 60 people in the Fellowship Hall. 
Radio Broadcast Update-Amy Perleberg has been in contact with the 
radio station due to the phone service not working well anymore. There 
is an option of switching to a barix box which is a direct line to the ra-
dio. It would be a one-time expense of $500. Carissa made a motion to 
purchase the box from the Property fund. Glenda seconded the motion, 
motion carried. 
FYI-The Helping Hands reorganization committee will meet Thursday. 
 
Faith 5: 
4. Pray 
5. Blessing 
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Shelly Ehni 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

 

 
 

 

First Lutheran Church Council met on February 10, 2021. In attendance 
were Glenda Collier, Janine Anderson, Corey Longnecker, Carissa 
Johnson, Katie Jorgenson, LaShane Wobbema, Rick Swenson, Ardyce 
Snyder, Amy Perleberg, Pastor Amy and Shelly Ehni.  
 
The meeting was called to order by president Ardyce Snyder. Glenda 
made a motion to approve the agenda, Katie seconded the motion. The 
agenda was approved. 
 
Pastor Amy led us in Faith 5: 
1. Share highs and lows 
2. Bible verse 
3. Discuss verse 
 
Secretary’s Report-Janine made a motion to accept the minutes as writ-
ten. LaShane seconded the motion, motion carried. 
 
Financial & Treasurer's report-as of February 10, the checking account 
showed a balance of $23,669.09. Rick made a motion to approve the 
financial report, Glenda seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
 
Correspondence-Thank yous were received from Bruce Hirchert and 
Danette Schmid. 
 
Cards of Care-Cards were signed and the recipients were prayed for. 
 
REPORTS 
Pastor’s Report- Pastor Amy shared that she is taking continuing ed 
classes, working on the Lenten services, and ongoing confirmation clas-
ses. The next Luther League will be held February 14. Due to COVID, 
Pastor Amy is recording chapel services for the Lutheran Home instead 
of visiting in-person. 
 
Board of Education-VBS has been scheduled with Red Willow staff for 
August 4-6. Several options for SMASH were discussed. The Council 
felt there was no safe, workable way to hold SMASH. 
 
Lay Ministry/Evangelism-Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services 
will be held at 6 PM. Easter services will be held at 8:00 and 10:00 AM. 
 
Property/Stewardship Board-Projects at the parsonage and church were 
discussed. Dan will schedule the Helping Hands for March. 
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(continued from pg. 1) 

image of God. This can turn faith into a fight to be right about God, and 
can close us off from the transformative and expansive work of the Holy 
Spirit. We can simply think we have it all figured out and then simply 
stop growing in faith. If we cling too tightly to the Apophatic, we can 
end up believing God is uninterested and completely unknowable. We 
can see God as distant and powerless.       

     What we have here is the difference between concrete facts 
(complete certainty) and foggy opinions (complete unknowing).  
     Brian suggests a life-filled way to navigate between the two. He sug-
gests that we think of our life of faith as a quest. We are to be em-
barked on a journey of faith! This means that we are not on the shores 
of either island, but are out on the water, heading somewhere, navigating 
the calm and rough waters.  
     Our faith is the ship that holds us and carries us forward.   
     Our beliefs are the planks that sometimes spring a leak and need re-
placing in order that our ship be seaworthy for generations to come.  
     The storms, icebergs, and reefs we encounter are the trials of human 
life on earth.  
     And our shipmates are fellow Christians who provide support and 
fellowship on the journey.  
     When we consider our faith life as a quest, we can see God as both 
the wind we raise our sails to receive and the mysterious sea upon which 
we sail. We can navigate the waters between the two islands of 
Kataphatic and Apophatic theology, knowing that each has a place in 
our quest: our quest for God and with God.   
     We can use images for God without becoming overdependent on 
them and we can know and experience the truth that sometimes, silent 
reverent wonder is our very best theology.  
     In this way, we can find ourselves being captivated by the call of the 
sea and the thrill of adventure we call a life “embarked” in faith.  
     So, now a couple questions for you: 

1.  Do you find yourself more compelled by the Kataphatic tradition 
that allows us to speak about God with certainty or by the 
Apophatic tradition in which human language fails and silent 
wonder is our best theology?  

2.  How are you embarked on a journey seeking God and keeping 
the quest alive?  
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1st -   Bo Belquist 
2nd -  Jordan Grossman 
  Nan Taverna 
3rd - Makaya Heskin 
 Gertie Laib 
4th - Verna Guler 
 Justin Munson 
6th —  Noah Wobbema 
7th -    Frank Erickson 
 Karen Omoth 
 Kathy Thompson 
 Jace Ystaas 
9th - Shelly Ehni 
10th - Kelsie Belquist 
 Vikki Cartwright 
13th - Janine Anderson 
 Gary Lindquist 
        Dennis Lommen 
        Katlyn Smith 

If you find that your  
birthday  isn’t listed, or if  
the date is wrong, please  

let us know. 

      
16th - Peggy Gudmunson 
 Cheryl Sandager 
 Braxx Smith 
 Ann Wobbema 
19th - Sheila Brown 
21st - Michelle Fleming 
 Miles Peterson 
 Lucas Weisenburger 
22nd - Gretchen Berglund 
23rd - Jen Baumbach 
 Doreen Taylor 
24th - Patti Longnecker 
 Annie Weber 
 Austin Weisenburger 
25th - Deb Belquist 
27th - Ardyce Snyder 
28th – Jill Thompson 
29th - Cory Jorgensen 
30th - Kevin Cartwright 
31st - Mason Schuster 
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PRESIDENT (1 year) - *Ardyce Snyder – 302-0332 
VICE PRESIDENT (1 year) – *Shelly Ehni - 302-0503 

SECRETARY – (1 year) - *Janel Fortney - 302-0812 
TREASURER – (1 year) - *Patti Gehrtz – 947-2903 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY – Amy Perleberg – 947-2264 
 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION (2 yrs.)                STEWARDSHIP/PROPERTY (2 yrs.) 
*Carissa Johnson                    *Bruce Hirchert 
*Sydney Ulrich      *Corey Longnecker 
*Kayla Jay    *Jon Johnson 
*Audrey Davies    *Kent Brown 
  Katie Jorgensen    *Rick Swenson (1 yr. term) 
  Erin Radke      Dan Shroyer 
  LaShane Wobbema     Jim Schuster  
  
NOMINATING COMMITTEE/2021            DELEGATES TO SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
(Congregation members – 1 yr.)         *Ardyce Snyder 
*Janel Fortney        *Shelly Ehni 
*Janine Anderson     
*Lisa Longnecker    DELEGATE TO RWBC (1 yr.) 
(plus 1 member from each board)    *Nan Taverna 
  
AUDITORS (2 yrs. – alternating)             LHGS DELEGATES (1 yr.) 
*Tammy Longnecker   *Richard Ryan    *Vicki Ryan 
  Janet Heskin    *Fern Schuster    *Judy Belquist 
     *Karen Anderson     *Janel Fortney 
EVANGELISM/LAY MINISTRY (2 yrs.) *Marilyn Gedrose    *Metta McDowell 
*Melony Allmaras    *Janine Anderson    *Sandy Koepplin 
*Janine Anderson    *Greg Anderson    *Lynette Clelland 
*Glenda Collier       
  Deb Stafford                       FLC FOUNDATION  (3 yr.) 
  Ardyce Snyder      Amy Perleberg (2022) 
  Karla Berglund      Dori Tollefson (2022) 
  Joan Heckaman      Bruce Hirchert (2023) 
     *Richard Carlson (2024) 
     *Jeanette Perleberg (2024) 
      
    
WELCA Co-Presidents   *Elected this year in 2021 

  Betty Westby & Ardyce Snyder 


