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HELPING HANDS ASSIGNMENTS 
Month of September 2020 

 

USHERING: 

Sunday, Sept. 6 at 10 a.m.:  Jim & Ann Wobbema family 

Sunday, Sept. 13 at 10 a.m.:  Mitch Bjerke family & Carrie Widmer 

Sunday, Sept. 20 at 10 a.m.:  Dennis Weber & Kenny Sharbono 

Sunday, Sept. 26 at 10 a.m.:  Rob & Amy Cudworth family  

 

READER:  Sunday, September 6:  Karsyn Wetzel 

CO-CHAIRPERSONS:  Deb Belquist  

FUND:  Carpet Fund 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP: 

Sunday, Sept. 6 at 9:15 a.m.:  No coffee fellowship 

Sunday, Sept. 13 at 9:15 a.m.:  No coffee fellowship 

Sunday, Sept. 20 at 9:15 a.m.:  No coffee fellowship 

Sunday, Sept. 26 at 9:15 a.m.:  No coffee fellowship 

 

Please note:  If you cannot do your task, please find someone to switch with!  
If you cannot find someone to switch, please notify a chairperson.         

Thanks for your help! 

Attention Ushers: Please fill out the Usher Report provided at the back of 
the church on the shelf by the offering plates.  It is important that you take a 
head count and put the number on the report.   There is also a sheet on the 

bulletin board with the duties of the ushers. 
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Welcome Pastor Amy! 

Here is a little “Get to Know Pastor Amy” interview 

How has your transition from being in grad school to being a    
pastor been?  

I loved my time at Luther Seminary. I loved learning and being chal-
lenged by incredible professors and classmates. But after four years, I 
am so happy to be back working in the church. It feels like home!    
Being in the role of pastor is of course new for me, but it feels pretty   
natural actually. I guess that’s what it means to be called. One thing is 
for sure- I do not miss all that academic reading!    

How are you liking New Rockford?  

I could not feel more welcomed. People are so friendly and helpful. I 
have missed living in a small town where people know each other and 
care for each other. Living here feels in many ways like growing up in 
Bottineau. And every day when I walk into the parsonage, I literally 
think, “I get to live here!” 

What is something we might be surprised to know about you?  

I don’t get jokes. Ever. I just don’t get jokes. For most of my life, I 
pretended I got the joke, but I’m over that now. Now I just say, “I 
don’t get it.” Earlier this summer, my brother-in-law pointed out that 
for someone who doesn’t get jokes, I sure laugh a lot. I responded, 
“Yah, most of the time, I am laughing at myself. I’m hilarious!”  

What is the one thing you want everyone to know about our      
Triune God? 

One thing? Oh goodness gracious… actually THAT’S IT! GOOD-
NESS GRACIOUS. God is good and gracious all the time. Knowing 
this in the depths of our bones creates a life of joy and peace. Oops- 
that’s two things. Goodness gracious… 

What are your hobbies?  

I will rarely pass up an opportunity to experience live music. I love 
attending outdoor music festivals, orchestra concerts, and seeing a 
singer/songwriter at a coffee shop. I also love to learn. I would rather 
watch a documentary than most anything else on tv. I love having con-
versations with people about all kinds of things, and I am genuinely 
interested in people’s stories. I also love to travel anywhere, anytime. I 
love to drive long distances. If I am traveling alone, I can usually be  

           (continued on pg. 11) 
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Thanks to all who continue to send in their offering, even if you are 
not yet attending in-person worship services.  Seeing our financial 
numbers staying strong during the pandemic shows just how   
important the ministry of First Lutheran is to our members!  We      
appreciate you all and your continued support of FLC! 
 
SMASH will not be starting until after Christmas when we can   
reassess the covid situation.   
 
7th and 8th grade confirmation students and parents:  a letter will be 
going out soon about the upcoming year so watch for that in the 
mail along with your new acolyte schedule. 
 
We are still updating our church records with cell phone numbers of 
members.  If you have not let us know your number yet, please call 
the office or send an email to flcnewrock@gondtc.com.  
 
The 100th Anniversary Celebration co-chairs met with council and 
it was decided to postpone the celebration until sometime in 2021. 
A date will be chosen after the beginning of the year and we have 
some time to assess the covid situation at that point. We just want 
all to feel safe and enjoy this milestone event in our church and 
think this is the best way to move forward. 
 
If you have any fall flowers or pumpkins/gourds for decorating the 
church they would be appreciated!  Please drop them off at the 
church. 
 
Mobile Food Pantry distribution will be held by the gazebo on 
Thursday, September 3rd from 1:00-2:00 p.m.  
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Pastor Amy (continued from pg. 1) 
 

found singing at the top of my lungs or listening to audiobooks or pod-
casts. I also really love to entertain. Once this pandemic is over, you 
will all be invited over!  

What is something you hope for First Lutheran Church?  

I hope that when each person comes to worship, they experience the 
grace and love of God in their heart and mind. I am currently in the 
process of forming a worship planning committee here at First, which 
gives me a lot of hope! As a planning team our goal will be to plan 
worship that is holy and engaging, while involving more members of 
the congregation, both young and old in leading worship and music. 
Watch next month’s newsletter for my other great hope for FLC- new 
youth programs!  

What is your favorite Bible verse and why? 

I have SO MANY, but the one that has me captivated recently is John 
3:16 from the Message (The Bible in Contemporary Language). It 
says, “This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his 
one and only Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; 
by believing in him,  any-
one can have a whole and 
lasting life.” A whole and 
lasting life. Now that’s 
good news.  

 

Do you have other      
questions you’d like     
Pastor Amy to answer in 
next month’s newsletter?    
Submit them to              
pastoramykck@gmail.com 
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First Lutheran Foundation 

     The Foundation was established in 2009 to create an entity  
for contributions to FLC programs with tax favorability to       
donors.  Contributions allocated according to these guidelines:  
25% to Endowment (only interest is used); 25% to FLC          
programs; 25% to community  projects; 25% to Missions. 

     Professional advice is available through ELCA.  Contact your 
tax advisor for State and Federal tax benefits.  Contact Founda-
tion board members for more information:  Bruce Hirchert, 
Jeanette Perleberg, Richard  Carlson, Amy Perleberg & Dori 
Tollefson.  

Please remember First Lutheran Foundation in your       
Estate and Financial planning! 

Memorials given during August: 

SMASH 
IMO Beulah Bjugstad, by 

Bob & Carmen Ludwig 

CARPET FUND 

IMO Mark Johnston, by 

Stan & Deb Stafford 

 
 HFFP Backpack Program 
IMO Mark Johnston, by 
Linus & Susette Allmaras 

RADIO FUND 

IMO Beulah Bjugstad, by 

Neal & Deb Rud 

3 

CHURCH RECORDS 

ATTENDANCE: OFFERING: 
August 2 - 67 $4,980.00      

August 5 - 11 $   140.00 

August 8 - 45 $1,725.00    

August 12 - 17 $   305.00 

August 16 - 60 $2,159.00    

August 19 - 10 $   270.00 

August 23 - 97 $1,817.00      

 

 

WEEKLY NEED: $   2,839.76     
Y-T-D EXPENSES: $ 88,023.66  
Y-T-D OFFERING: $ 92,845.08 
Y-T-D BUDGET: $ 98,444.82 

General Fund  
(Checking Account) 

Balance as of 8/26/2020: 
$15,347.88 

  

SPECIAL ACCOUNTS: 

Property Fund:  $18,894.66 
Hopes & Dreams:  $1,585.32 

Banner Fund:  $189.99 
Music Fund:  $47.20 

Budget Reserve:  $4,170.07 
Thrivent Choice:  $452.00 
Noisy Offering:  $509.50 

FLC Men’s group:  $2,503.98 
Carpet Fund:  $7,446.71 

100th Anniversary:  $3,783.28 
 

Special Account  
(Savings Account)  

Balance as of 8/26/2020: 
$39,602.71 

 
 

  
 
 
 

Korey Anderson family 
Mitch Bjerke family 

Rob & Amy Cudworth family 
Viola Gisi 

Tina Hermanson 
Wayne Lesmeister 

Kevin & Karen Omoth 
Brian & Jeanette Perleberg 

David & Gail Roberts 
Kenny Sharbono 

Tom & Judy Smith 
Elaine Thompson 
Lonnie Thompson 

Dennis & Annie Weber 
Steve & Sharon Weisenburger 

Carrie Thompson Widmer 
Jim & Ann Wobbema family 

 

 

Acolyte Schedule: 
  Sunday,  September 6: 

Kaiya O’Connor & Hannah Chamberlain 
Sunday, September 13:  

Hannah Dockter & Mathew Schuster 
Sunday, September 20: 

Bennett Meier & Brody Weisenburger 
Sunday, September 27: 

Addysen Fandrich & Abigail Nystrom 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

September (Group 4) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjcjoC7hsXTAhVJ4oMKHYMpDzIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sharparrows.org%2Finitiatives%2F&psig=AFQjCNFUi501vEnBoRKHEPvm4OuG49pq3A&ust=1493396683955699
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Thanks to all the sponsors of our radio broadcasts! 
 

Aug. 2:   IMO Jerry Fleming’s 86th birthday, by Jim & Michelle Fleming. 

Aug. 9:  IMO Elsie Skadberg, by Scott & Nan Taverna. 

Aug. 16:  IMO Georgie & Nick Smith, by Phyllis Singer family and 
Frances Essig family. 

Aug. 23:  Worship in the Park—no radio broadcast 

Aug. 30:   IMO Dale & Isabelle Welling, by Doug & Pam Nemitz. 

 

All Sunday broadcasts for 2020 are booked.  If you would like to sponsor 
a 2021 broadcast, please call the church office. The cost is $50 for a    

Sunday.  Thank you for all the sponsorships!   

AUGUST 2020: 

BAPTISMS:  

Lenni Jayde Smith on 8/28/20  

 

WEDDINGS:   

Nick & Katlyn (Ehni) Smith on 8/29/20 
 

FUNERALS:  

 

TRANSFERS:  

*Justin & Anna Burger to St. Mark’s        
Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND 
*Amy Kippen from Faith Lutheran, Fargo, ND to FLC 

 

ALTAR  
COMMITTEE 
for September 

Sharon Weisenburger 

Karla Berglund 

 

Your 2020 schedules are 

in your church mailbox! 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 
Board of Education-Due to COVID, the Board of Education will post-
pone First Communion and giving Bibles to the 2nd graders. There was 
discussion on how to proceed with SMASH.  Options discussed were to 
start Sunday School on Sunday morning with the understanding that 
there may be a limited amount of students attending, proceed with 
SMASH as usual, postpone SMASH until later in the year. Shelly made 
a motion to delay SMASH until January depending on the COVID situ-
ation. Gary seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Lay Ministry/Evangelism-Worship in the park will be held on August 
23 at the gazebo park. Shar Gumke from the Synod will be present for 
the installation of Pastor Amy. A meal will be held after the service. 

Property/Stewardship Board-Projects at the parsonage were discussed. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Worship in the Park-August 23rd with installation. 

Sexual Misconduct Policy-A policy needs to be written due to our insur-
ance policy with Grinnell Mutual. Morgan Lies would like a board 
member to help him write it and bring it to the council for approval. 
Bruce suggested we get three council members to look at a template 
from the insurance company and write a policy. Katie, Carissa and Erin 
volunteered to be on that committee. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Extra Benevolence-Carissa moved to give $100 to the Neto Benefit. 
Katie seconded the motion, motion carried. 

Parsonage Allowance-The allowance is a tax benefit on the W2. Jon 
made a motion to designate $5000 of Pastor Amy’s salary for a parson-
age allowance annually. Glenda seconded the motion, motion carried. 

Doug Vacation Pay-First Lutheran owes two weeks of vacation pay to 
Pastor Doug. 

Outdoor Sign ($90/$75 for the church)-Carissa made a motion to redo 
the outdoor sign up to $200. Katie seconded the motion, motion carried. 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shelly Ehni 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

 

 
 

 

First Lutheran Church Council met on August 12, 2020. In attendance 
were Bruce Hirchert, Katie Jorgenson, LaShane Schimelfenig, Melony 
Allmaras, Ardyce Snyder, Kayla Jay, Gary Lindquist, Glenda Collier, 
Jon Johnson, Carissa Johnson, Jim Schuster, Dan Shroyer, Erin Radke, 
Sydney Ulrich, Amy Perleberg, Lisa Longnecker, Kristi Frahm, Pastor 
Amy and Shelly Ehni. 

The meeting was called to order by president Bruce Hirchert. The agen-
da was approved. 

Devotions and Prayer- Pastor Amy led us in devotions and prayer. 

Secretary’s Report-Glenda made a motion to accept the minutes as writ-
ten. Gary seconded the motion, motion carried. 

Financial & Treasurer's report-as of August 12, the checking account 
showed a balance of $19,551.15. Erin made a motion to approve the 
financial report, Katie seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Correspondence-Amy Perleberg shared thank you from the Cemetery 
Board. 

100th Anniversary Update-Kristi Frahm and Lisa Longnecker were pre-
sent as representatives from the Anniversary committee. Due to the 
COVID situation, the committee has made three plan options. Plan A is 
to have the celebration as planned, Plan B is to have a special church 
service on October 18, but cancel all other planned events such as meals 
and program, and Plan C is to postpone all events until next year. Per-
haps have the celebration sometime in the spring or early summer after 
COVID has hopefully been contained. We would still be in our 100th 
year. Ornaments have been made and could be given out in October or 
wait until Plan C occurs. After discussion, Carissa made a motion to 
delay the anniversary celebration until a later date to be determined at 
the January Council meeting with a special service to be held on 
October 18 due to COVID. Gary seconded the motion. Kristi will draft 
a letter to be sent out explaining the delay. An announcement will be 
placed in the paper and Amy Perleberg will contact the Synod with the 
delay message. The motion was carried. 

REPORTS 

Pastor’s Report- Pastor Amy thanked the council for giving her a warm 
welcome. She loves the parsonage. She has a goal to meet everyone 
from church and get to know the community. She has met local pastors. 
She is ready to start confirmation and the youth group. She has a 
wedding and a baptism coming up this month. 

 

 
 

5 

 

Women’s Ministry 

August, 2020 
 

Beautiful Summer Day Greetings! 

Just remembering the beautiful day we had yesterday for Pastor 
Amy’s installation. The worship service included an inspirational 
message from Shar Gumke, Associate to the Bishop, from the East-
ern ND Synod office in Fargo, along with special music, sunshine, a 
cool breeze, a good lunch, and fellowship. And, we have Pastor 
Amy with us! Who could ask for more?  

We are still in a state of doing very little in our women’s ministry. 
We have been postponing our events, and will continue to do so  
until all is well in our country again. Our quilting gals, however, 
have been working at home, and 2 quilts were delivered to RWBC 
for their Quilt Auction this month. They were delivered to the Camp 
by Mike and Jill Thompson. They have delivered quilts for us many 
years, and we thank them so much. Many thanks also to the gals 
who continue to make beautiful quilts in their homes. The graduat-
ing seniors receive a quilt each spring, babies receive a blanket at 
their baptism, and the Share the Joy of Christmas people, plus oth-
ers, have also. This is a great mission! 

This is our year to host the annual Advent Tea, and this event has 
been postponed.  

We will keep you up to date monthly on any plans. Please pray daily 
for our world in the midst of this epidemic. We know God wants to 
hear about our cares and concerns. He is our Father and we know 
that He never tires from hearing from us. Talk to Him as you would 
your earthly father. If you were blessed to have a loving, patient Fa-
ther, remember curling up in his lap and just “talking”? Maybe the 
talk was a bit silly, about unimportant things, and maybe our Fa-
ther’s “smiled” inside listening to us going on and on. I believe God 
does that too…I think He smiles with us, cries with us, and always 
listens to us.  

May HE be with us in His world. 
Ardyce Snyder and Betty Westby, co-chairpersons   
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  1st -  Mary Walz 
  3rd - Danielle Bjerke 
  5th - Andrew Bachmeier 
  7th - Marty Koepplin 
  8th -  Miranda Johnson 
  9th - Terry Koepplin 
  Shirley Lindstrom 
  Brycen Shroyer 
13th – Logan Cudworth 
  Jeffrey Halvorson 
15th - Emma Duda 
16th - Casey Geistfeld 
          Betty Georgeson 
18th - Rachel Anderson 
19th - Hannah Heinz 
  

If you find that your  
birthday  isn’t listed, or if  
the date is wrong, please  

let us know. 

      
20th - Bev Broin 
  Kent Brown 
21st - Harrison Jorgensen 
22nd - Adam Fleming 
  Rachel Holzwarth 
          Marty Larson 
  Kortney Roscoe 
24th - Kayla Jay 
       William Jorgensen 
   Brooke Longnecker 
25th - John Hovey 
28th - Cassie Longnecker 
  Dori Tollefson 
29th - Debra Larson 
 Mark Radke 
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The Hunger Free Food Pantry is once again looking for donors to 
sponsor a child for the 2020/2021 school year.  The cost is $5 a 
week per child so $95 for half a year or $190 for the full school 
year.  Last year we served 6 children each week, including deliv-
ering them during distance learning from home.  The kids take 
home a backpack of food on Fridays and it provides them with 
light meals and snacks to supplement over the weekend.  
 
Another way to help out with this program if you are a Thrivent 
member is this:  Fill out paperwork for a Thrivent Action Team 
Event for backpack program and you receive $250 which you can 
then donate to Great Plains Food Bank.  Contact Great Plains or 
the church office to let us know you have done this for the back-
pack program in New Rockford.  They will then mark that dona-
tion to be used by our food pantry when we order the weekly 
backpacks for the kids.  
 
A few years ago as further outreach to hungry children, we started 
a ‘second helpings’ program.  This fund pays for kids in the free 
and reduced bracket to receive a second helping at no charge.  
Free and reduced kids need to pay for their seconds at the regular 
price, they are not free or at a reduced cost.  Sometimes this is the 
only good meal children receive in their day.  

We believe that when a child is fed, they are equipped to learn, 
grow and imagine a future filled with opportunity!  Donations can 
be given to Hunger Free Food Pantry at First Lutheran Church 
and marked as backpack sponsor and/or second helpings.  Thanks 
for helping with the hunger fight in our community! 

 

Backpack Program 


