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Announcements (continued from pg. 2) 
 

HELPING HANDS ASSIGNMENTS - Month of May  Due to not 
knowing the May schedule, members of the group will just be called 
upon to fill in for jobs when services and activities resume.   No large 
gatherings are taking place now so if there is a funeral, it will remain 
very small, more than likely family only. 

 
ABC will follow the school schedule.  If there is no school, there is no 
ABC.  We will keep you updated on the FL Youth Facebook page.  
 
June newsletter deadline will be May 21st at 4:30 p.m.  Please have 
any items you would like in the newsletter at the church office by that 
time. 
 
If you have a prayer request, please call Betty at 302-0348 to be added 
to the prayer chain. 
 
Senior Recognition will be held on Sunday, May 17th during worship 
at the ball park.  Scholarship applications are due May 1st at the 
church office.  Scholarships will be awarded during senior recognition. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism will be held once we are able to gather again 
for worship.  The scheduled date as of now is May 31st.  Confirmands, 
we hope you are finishing up your essay project and are ready to call 
and schedule a time to meet with Pastor Doug.  We will keep you up-
dated on the status of the worship date.  
 
A note from Board of Ed: VBS has been postponed at this point due to 

CoVid-19. Our hope for VBS is to hold it later this summer at the end 

of July or in August. As for Cradle Roll and First Communion, they 

are both on hold for now. We will be holding them as soon as we can 

schedule them safely.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorials given during April: 
RADIO FUND 

IMO Julia Gross, by 
Bev Bjornson 

FL FOUNDATION 
IMO Weber family, by 
Wesley & Leanna Weber 
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“For the mountains may depart and the hills disappear, but even 
then I will remain loyal to you. My covenant of peace will never be 
broken,” says the Lord, who has mercy on you. — Isaiah 54:10  
 
Dear Family of Faith, 
 
When I read passages like this one in God’s word, I wonder if peace 
will ever come? 
 
Certainly, as we see news other than that concerning COVID-19 we 
see so many areas of our world that are ravaged by war. We see 
horrible tragedies that strike entire nations and especially the fami-
lies of thousands and thousands of victims. We see the violence in 
Syria, Afghanistan, and other places and wonder how many more 
horrible tragedies will strike the families of thousands of more vic-
tims? 
 
Without question, everyone faces the grim reality that tragedy could 
come on any day. All of us hope and pray that tragedy won’t strike 
us or the people we love. The future can seem uncertain and danger-
ous, and the threat of terrorism and war add to that uncertainty. And 
the uncertainty and danger of a viral pandemic  threatens our per-
sonal, emotional, spiritual peace, as well. 
 
But even in difficult times, God keeps his promises. In the passage 
above, God promises peace. I have to remind myself that the peace 
which God promises is not so much a ceasing of hostilities, but 
“Shalom.” “Shalom” is a deep sense of wholeness and well-being, 
even in the face of tragedy, trials, and difficulties. “Shalom” is what 
Jesus gives his frightened, fearful followers as he meets them in a 
locked room on the evening of his resurrection day. 
 
This kind of peace (“Shalom”) is promised and is possible. You 
see, God also promised a Savior for his people. We can read of that 
promise in Jeremiah 33 and a host of other passages. God wants his 
people to know that he has secured their future with the promised 
Savior, his only Son. Since God has secured our future for all eter-
nity, we can live in peace (“Shalom”) even in hard times. 
 
                      continued on pg. 7 
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As we seek to live out our call to love and serve our neighbors in 
this challenging and unprecedented time, we have determined that it 
is best to suspend all in-person worship, meetings, gatherings, and 
congregation activities for the time being. We will continue to 
broadcast our Sunday morning worship on KDAK (1600 AM) at 
10:00am and encourage everyone to listen on Sunday mornings. 
 
We hope this will be a time of sabbath for all of you and that you 
would take the opportunity to check on your neighbors and see how 
they are doing. During this difficult time it is even more important 
that we show our love for our neighbors. As we seek to keep every-
one safe, especially the most vulnerable, let us remember that God 
has this and God has us! May we continue to fear, love, and trust 
God above all things. 
 
We are not attaching a May calendar due to not knowing how long 
this will continue.  We want to return to normal as soon as possible, 
but more importantly, we want our members to be safe.   
 
Please remember that even during these weeks of closure, the 
church still depends on your offerings to function and to continue 
ministry.  Offerings may be mailed in, dropped off during office 
hours of Monday-Thursday 10-4:30 in the mailbox in entryway, or 
sent through your local bank.  Please check with them on how to 
accomplish this.  We appreciate all who have been so faithful get-
ting in your offerings over the past month.  Please know that your 
church is here for you, especially during these trying times, and if 
you need anything, just reach out and let us know! 
 
We are working on gathering cell phone numbers from all members 
to update the church records, especially if that is your main means 
of contact.  Please call the church office, write on your offering en-
velope, send Facebook message or email to 
flcnewrock@gondtc.com.  Thanks for your help with this! 
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especially liked seeing the old two story houses and how they had been 
kept up over the years. She seemed at peace with where she was being 
called even that day. 
 
She likes to take the time to make her decisions after she weighs as many 
factors as possible like seeing the town, seeing the church, touring the par-
sonage, and meeting people like the council chairman and church secre-
tary. It was like she needed to get a feel of what it would be like to serve 
here. I never sensed any negativity from her either during her interview or 
the tour of the community. I feel like God led her to us and I hope she 
feels like God is leading her here as well. When your heart tells you it 
feels right it usually is. - Fern Schuster 
 
Thank You for giving us the privilege to meet you in these CRAZY 
TIMES.   I feel like you will have a GREAT NEW LIFE CHALLENGE, 
with a lot of SUPPORT.   So excited to have you for our Children ,Youth, 
Family, GRANDCHILDREN.   WELCOME! GOD HAS A PLAN  -
Kenny Thompson 
 
During my first opportunity to visit with Amy, I found her very easy and 
comfortable to visit with. I was impressed with her experiences within the 
church from reading her Minister Profile, listening to podcasts, hearing 
praises from Shar at the Synod and watching her YouTube sermon video 
and song-leading appears to have insight on dealing with people, works to 
guide others to be leaders within the church, and has dealt with budgets 
and fundraising. She has experience working as a chaplain in a hospital 
helping families deal with hard times and grieving. I knew that I was sold 
and was excited to find out what response the other Call Committee mem-
bers would have. My feelings were validated after listening to and watch-
ing the reactions of the other members on the committee as we inter-
viewed Amy and then shared our thoughts about her afterwards. I saw ex-
citement in not only the adults, but also the high school girls. It’s one 
thing to read about someone on paper or conduct a formal interview with 
them, but when we were able to meet Amy in person when she came to 
our church and community, it confirmed our choice to ask her to serve as 
our pastor. I was touched when she called me Thursday to tell me, through 
emotion and tears, that she would love to serve as our pastor. She shared 
with me that when she entered the Seminary, she had been torn between 
taking the path of Youth Ministry or the Pastoral route. She prayed that 
God would lead her to a parish where she could do both, and was led to 
us! -Shelly Ehni 
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When I think of Pastor Amy, I feel she is a very warm and understanding 
person. She has great experience with the younger generation and with 
keeping the younger kids interested in church. She has been involved with 
families during hard times. She believes that this is her calling and it 
shows. One of the things she mentioned was she can’t fix all of our prob-
lems, but together with the church we can! She will be a true asset to our 
church. - Becky Kjos 
 
What stood out to me about Pastor Amy was how easy it was to talk to 
her. I knew right away from the zoom meeting that she is a very welcom-
ing, and caring person. When we got to meet her in person, that just con-
firmed that she was a good fit for our church. I am very excited for the 
future, and getting to know her more! - Chloe Heinz 
 
From the moment we first started talking to Pastor Amy on Zoom, I knew 
she would be a good fit for our church. She had such a welcoming person-
ality and was super easy to talk to. Amy loves kids and I think she will do 
great things for the youth of our church. I’m super excited that she chose 
to come to New Rockford and I can’t wait to get to know her better! -Mya 
Cudworth 
 
I felt we should call Pastor Amy because sometimes people come into our 
lives we never expect and they impress us with their candor and honesty 
and humor and immediately become someone you want to get to know 
better. She has a very strong faith and really wants to serve God. She 
wants a rural church and would like to engage with all ages from birth to 
end of life. She was very open to sharing her life both in and out of the 
church. She talked about becoming a part of the community as a whole 
and not just being the "pastor" of the church. She is confident that she can 
make a difference in people's faith journey and that she would be making 
that journey with us. She wants to get to know us as a congregation before 
making any changes. Pastor Amy is a very good listener as well. 
 
When I was giving her a tour of the town via two cars and on speaker 
phone, I sensed that she was really enjoying seeing the town. We drove 
out to the ballpark and also saw the other parks we have. I took her down 
river drive. She really likes nature and just sitting and listening to the tran-
quil sound of the water running and being in touch with her surroundings 
away from the hustle and bustle of everyday life. We drove by most of the 
businesses we have but didn't get to all of them and she was OK with that. 
We saw most of the community from east to west and north to south. She  
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CHURCH RECORDS 

ATTENDANCE: OFFERING: 
 

Mar. 24, 31, Apr. 5 $5,452.00    

 

April 12, 19, 26 $6,223.00        

 

WEEKLY NEED: $    2,839.76     
Y-T-D EXPENSES: $  48,311.14   
Y-T-D OFFERING: $  44,701.83 
Y-T-D BUDGET: $  49,222.41 

General Fund  
(Checking Account) 

Balance as of 4/28/2020: 
$7,533.90 

 

 

  

SPECIAL ACCOUNTS: 

Property Fund:  $23,196.07 
Hopes & Dreams:  $1,565.32 

Banner Fund:  $189.99 
Music Fund:  $47.20 

Budget Reserve:  $5,780.35 
Thrivent Choice:  $452.00 
Noisy Offering:  $278.50 

FLC Men’s group:  $2,503.98 
Carpet Fund:  $7,386.71 

100th Anniversary:  $6,387.59 
Lenten Offering:  $774.00 

 
Special Account  

(Savings Account)  
Balance as of 4/28/2020: 

$48,561.71 
 
 
  
 

 
 

Richard Anderson 
Johnny Carlson 

Gina Clifton family 
Loretta Gedrose 

Bob & Sandi Hoffman 
Terry & Sandy Koepplin 

Gertie Laib 
Josh & Trista Langley family 

Larry & Debbie Larson 
Tim & Amy Perleberg 

Tony & Jessica Peterson family 
Charles Richter 

Scott & Jerri Severs 
Dan & Joan Shroyer 

Kenny & Luann Thompson 
Aaron & Kim Weber family 
Justin & Liza Weber family 

 
 

Acolyte Schedule: 
  To avoid confusion due to unknown  

worship schedule, I am not posting the 
upcoming acolyte list.  I will keep you 

updated once worship resumes and you 
all have your schedules that were mailed 

out to follow at that time.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

May (Group 11) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjcjoC7hsXTAhVJ4oMKHYMpDzIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sharparrows.org%2Finitiatives%2F&psig=AFQjCNFUi501vEnBoRKHEPvm4OuG49pq3A&ust=1493396683955699


4 

Thanks to all the sponsors of our radio broadcasts! 
 

April 5:   IMO Julie Edinger Wenz, by Carol Edinger and family. 

April 12:  IMO Kjos family members, by their family. 

April 19:   IHO Bruce Hirchert’s Birthday, by Jodi Hirchert & family. 

April 26:   IMO Darla Carlson, by her family & friends. 

The following Sundays in 2020 are available for radio sponsorship:   
Aug. 9 and Oct. 25.  

Please call the church office if you would be willing to  

sponsor a broadcast.  The cost is $50 for a Sunday.   
Thank you for all the sponsorships!   

APRIL 2020: 

BAPTISMS:  

 

WEDDINGS:   

 

FUNERALS:  

Dennis Anderson on 4/19/20 at 

Our Saviors, McHenry, ND 

 

TRANSFERS:  

 

 

ALTAR  
COMMITTEE 

for May 
Deb Stafford  

Sheila Brown 

 

Your 2020 schedules are 

in your church mailbox! 
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and ministry in crisis. Her areas of strength are innovation/creativity, 
interpersonal climate, music/worship/arts, stewardship and ministry in 
daily life. 
 
When asked to describe the ministry setting that would energize her and 
make the best use of her gifts, skills and passions, she responded with the 
following:  “I will be most energized when pastoring an energetic church 
where people long to be involved and to grow spiritually. My gifts would 
best serve a congregation that trusts their pastor, welcomes new ideas, 
and is happy and eager to participate in mission and ministry, a church 
that wonders together what new thing God might be up to among them. I 
am confident that my gifts are best suited to a pastoral sized congrega-
tion, where my communication and leadership skills will help the church 
thrive, where my relational style will lead to meaningful connection with 
those I lead and serve. During Internship, I learned that I will thrive best 
in a small town, preferably with a population of 1000-3000. This will al-
low me to be engaged in community, regional and school activities, while 
avoiding the boredom and loneliness I experienced in the tiny rural towns 
I served. I intend to be a visible and active representative of God’s church 
in the community in which I live.” 
 
We felt it might be enlightening to provide you with our experiences and 
thoughts as to why we feel Pastor Amy is an excellent candidate to be the 
pastor of First Lutheran.  
 
The thing that stood out to me from her application was her love of chil-
dren and programs for youth. After watching her video sermon I really 
liked her enthusiasm and how her speaking seemed very natural. After 
interviewing her over zoom my feelings did not change. After visiting 
with her in person I was even more impressed with how easy she was to 
visit with and how enthusiastic she was towards her work as a pastor. I 
also really liked that she does not sound like she wants to come to our 
church and run the show.  She appeared to be very interested in how 
things currently run and how people felt with that instead of saying this is 
how I would do them and that’s how it's going to be. - Jon Heinz 
 
For me, what inspired me the most about Pastor Amy is her interest in the 
youth. It was one thing to read that in her profile, but once we actually 
met her, it really stood out that she just seems to have a very natural con-
nection to kids, along with being fun, genuine & down to earth. She’s 
very easy to talk to & after meeting her twice, I felt like I’ve known her 
forever. I think she will be a wonderful addition to our church! - Amy 
Cudworth 
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Greetings from the Call Committee! I’d like to share the events that 
have transpired in the last month during the call process. It has been a 
unique experience during this COVID-19 situation. We had to rely heavi-
ly on technology and creative thinking in order to hold meetings, conduct 
an interview and share our church and community with Pastor Amy. On 
March 30, the Call Committee received Amy Kippen’s Minister Profile 
from the Synod. On April 3, the Call Committee held a meeting via Zoom 
to discuss Pastor Amy’s profile and felt we would like to conduct an inter-
view with her. April 4, a phone call was placed to Pastor Amy to set up an 
initial interview along with a request for a video of a sermon she per-
formed. April 6, the Call Committee Zoomed again to prepare interview 
questions, discuss the sermon video along with other information we had 
gathered. April 7, Amy was emailed financial/annual reports from the last 
couple of years, per her request. April 8, we interviewed Pastor Amy via 
Zoom. After the interview, the Call Committee held a discussion and 
unanimously felt she was the ideal candidate for First Lutheran. April 9, 
Shelly called Amy to let her know we are very interested in her serving as 
our pastor. She requested we wait to forward the recommendation to the 
council until she was able to visit the community. April 19, Amy visited 
New Rockford, toured the parsonage and the church. On Thursday, April 
23, Amy Kippen called Shelly to state she would very much love to be the 
pastor of First Lutheran Church and a part of the New Rockford commu-
nity. A letter of recommendation to place a call was then given from the 
Call Committee to the First Lutheran Church Council. 
 
Here is a condensed version of the Ministry Profile sent to us. 
 
Amy Kippen is 55 and a single mom to a 26 year old daughter who is cur-
rently working in California. Amy grew up in Bottineau. She is currently 
attending Luther Seminary in St. Paul and will be graduating in 
May. Her work experiences have consisted of- Director of Faith For-
mation (2005-2016) at Faith Lutheran in West Fargo, Consultant/
Volunteer Seminarian in Residence (2017-2018) at Elk River Lutheran in 
Elk River, MN, served a 1-year pastoral internship (2018-2019) at Tri-
County Ministry, which is a 7-point parish serving Binford, Cooperstown, 
Grace City, Hannaford, Kloten, McHenry, and McVille, was a Resource 
Specialist/Trainer (2014-2020) for Faith Inkubators and was a volunteer 
and contract worker (2016-2020) at the Minneapolis Area Synod Office in 
Minneapolis, MN. 
 
Amy feels her areas of expertise are preaching/worship leadership, 
youth and family ministry, recruit and equip leaders, administration,  
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 1st -  Jim Dockter 
 3rd - Dan Shroyer 
 4th - Kaci Weisenburger 
 8th - Kaelyn Ystaas 
9th - Raelynn Fleming 
11th - Mariah Alderman 
14th - Melony Allmaras 
16th - Doug Nemitz 
18th - Susette Allmaras 
 Lynn Homelvig 
 Noah Neumiller 
22nd -Greg Anderson 
 Curt Weinmann 
  

23rd - Jake Burkhardsmeier 
 Audrey Davies 
 Janet Heskin 
 Stuart Richter 
 Lonnie Thompson 
24th - Lynnae Lies 
 Judy Meier 
 Kaiya O’Connor 
 Terik Pfeiffer 
 Gail Roberts 
27th  -Chantel Heskin 
30th - Brian Perleberg 
 

If you find that your  
birthday  isn’t listed, or if  
the date is wrong, please  

let us know. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

 

 
 

 

Due to the COVID-10 quarantine there was not regular April board 
& council meetings. 
 
Special Meeting of the Council, April 24, 2020 
This meeting was held with 10 members of the council, two from 
each committee and the four officers.  Meeting called to order by 
President Bruce Hirchert. Bruce also offered a prayer.  Present: 
Bruce Hirchert, Ardyce Snyder, Amy Perleberg, Pam Nemitz, Caris-
sa Johnson, Katie Jorgensen, Glenda Collier, Melony Allmaras, Deb 
Belquist and Jon Johnson. 
 

The purpose of this meeting was to approve the calling of Amy Kip-
pen as pastor of First Lutheran Church. The call committee has inter-
viewed and offered her the call, she has accepted depending on the 
council and congregational vote. A motion was made by Glenda to 
accept the call committee's choice of Amy Kippen,  Ardyce second-
ed the motion. No discussion, motion carried.  
 

Next on the agenda was to discuss the compensation package to be 
offered. Two different amounts were submitted. The Synod recom-
mended that the guideline of 5 years be used to compensate for 
Amy's years of experience. The council recommended that base sala-
ry be $40,000 , with the total compensation package coming in at 
$58,675.22. First Lutheran also provides pension and other benefits 
as well. Carissa moved to approve the above package, Deb seconded 
the motion. No discussion, motion carried.  An amendment was add-
ed to the above motion to include WiFi in the compensation package. 
Amendment approved. 
 

Final discussion was "how to vote". It was suggested that a church 
service be held at the baseball park before the meeting takes place. 
Members will be signed in by a council member and ballots will be 
handed out. Cars to line up around the field and some (weather per-
mitting) could sit (6 ft apart) in the bleachers. After the service, the 
meeting will begin and questions will be answered. When all are sat-
isfied that the questions have been answered, the votes will be col-
lected, tallied, and an announcement will be made.  It was also de-
cided that this is Senior Recognition Sunday, so seniors will receive 
their quilts and scholarships at this time as well. 
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Bruce, Ardyce and Amy Perleberg are available to answer any ques-
tions. Logistics and all details will be forth coming. Bruce will an-
nounce on April 26th during the service. 
 
Meeting was closed with the Lord's Prayer. 

 
Breakdown of budgeted line items: 
 
Paying $40,000 salary compared to current salary: 
Portico (pension & health ins.) savings of $2,220/yr. 
Social Security/Medi-care savings of $598/yr. 
Salary savings of $6,714/yr. 
=Total savings of $9,532 

Vote #1 will be to approve the call of Amy Kippen to FLC 

Vote #2 will be to approve compensation package with beginning 

salary of $40,000 

____________________________________________________________ 

Pastor Doug - continued from pg. 1 

God’s promises of “Shalom” and a Savior do not necessarily mean 
those promises include being saved from virus attacks and war and 
other tragedies and difficulties. Yet when we have faith in Jesus 
Christ, we live differently. We do not live in fear of tragedies coming 
our way, instead we live in hope and peace because our eternal future 
is secured. 
 
And when tragedies do come upon us, we find ways to navigate the 
days ahead because of our faith in Jesus. Through him we can be 
hopeful, even joyful as we live in peace, even in the midst of deep 
sorrow and pain and anguish. Remember, God will remain loyal to 
you and never forget his promises. 
 
May God richly bless you all. 
 
Shalom, 
Pastor Doug 


