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Pastor Doug (continued from pg. 1) 
commissioned us. Jesus gives us the power of God’s own Holy Spirit to 
be our constant companion and guide. 
     We are a people who are Spirit-filled and Spirit-led. We have been giv-
en the wondrous gift of Jesus’ own peace. We have been given a mission 
of love. And we can look forward with confidence because of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! Glory be to God! 
 
In Peace, 
Pastor Doug 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
Announcements (continued from pg. 2) 

 
HELPING HANDS ASSIGNMENTS - Month of April 2020  Due to 
not knowing the April schedule, this is not being printed to avoid confu-
sion.  We will keep you updated as to when church resumes.  No large 
gatherings are taking place now so if there is a funeral, it will remain very 
small, more than likely family only. 

 
SMASH and ABC will both follow the school schedule.  If there is no 
school, there is no SMASH or ABC.  We will keep you updated on the 
SMASH and FL Youth Facebook pages.  
 
May newsletter deadline will be April 23rd at 4:30 p.m.  Please have any 
items you would like in the newsletter to the church office by that time. 
 
If you have a prayer request, please call Betty at 302-0348 to be added to 
the prayer chain. 
 
Following a vote by congregation members the week of March 22nd, the 
following people are our Call Committee: 

 Shelly Ehni 
 Fern Schuster 
 Becky Kjos 

 Amy Cudworth 
 Kenny Thompson 

 Jon Heinz 
We also have 2 youth representatives to the committee and they are Mya 
Cudworth and Chloe Heinz.  Thanks to all for volunteering your time in 

this wonderful way of serving our church! 
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That evening, on the first day of the week, the disciples were meeting 
behind locked doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. 
Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! “Peace be with you,” 
he said. As he spoke, he held out his hands for them to see, and showed 
them his side. They were filled with joy when they saw their Lord! He 
spoke to them again and said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” Then he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.” — John 20:19-22 
 
Dear Family of Faith, 
     As I look forward to Easter, I can’t help but think about that first 
Easter. On the evening of that first Easter we read that Jesus’ disciples 
were huddled in fear behind locked doors. I am mindful that times of 
transition and change usually causes uncertainty and fear. This is part 
of our human nature. The disciples certainly experienced this when 
Jesus died, so they hid themselves away in uncertainty and fear. 
     Also, I am mindful that during these strange, viral-pandemic times 
we find ourselves uncertain and fearful. As we sit behind our locked 
doors we wonder what will happen to our health, to our loved ones, to 
our economy, to the world. Yet this story of that first Easter instructs 
us that we don’t have to be overcome by fear and uncertainty during 
our time of transition and change. Just as Jesus made himself present 
for the disciples in their fear, he is alive and present for us. Easter con-
tinues, forever! Alleluia! 
     Jesus teaches us some important lessons in this passage from John 
about how to act in changing times. Jesus reminds us that we can be at 
peace because he is alive and with us. The fact of Jesus’ own resurrec-
tion and that he constantly comes to his followers can bring us peace 
indeed. Jesus came to bring peace to the world. As the Prince of Peace, 
Jesus continually appears to his followers. And Jesus comes to us to 
bring us peace in these fearful times, as well. 
     Also, Jesus teaches us that we should not be afraid and feel sorry 
for ourselves, rather we should remember our mission: We are sent by 
Jesus to bring others to God! One of the things that might get over-
looked by the people of God during this strange time of change and 
transition is their mission. And the church’s mission is the same at all 
times and in all places. We are privileged to be sent by Jesus into the 
world so others would know God’s amazing grace and love. 
     And Jesus tells us that we have the gift of the Holy Spirit with us. 
Not only does Jesus bring us peace and commission us to a great and 
glorious task, but he gives us the strength and courage to be able to 
trust in his peace and accomplish the task for which he has  
                     (continued on page 8) 
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As we seek to live out our call to love and serve our neighbors in this 
challenging and unprecedented time, we have determined that it is best 
to suspend all in-person worship, meetings, gatherings, and congrega-
tion activities for the time being. We will continue to broadcast our 
Sunday morning worship on KDAK (1600 AM) at 10:00am and en-
courage everyone to listen on Sunday mornings. 
 
We hope this will be a time of sabbath for all of you and that you 
would take the opportunity to check on your neighbors and see how 
they are doing. During this difficult time it is even more important that 
we show our love for our neighbors. As we seek to keep everyone safe, 
especially the most vulnerable, let us remember that God has this and 
God has us! May we continue to fear, love, and trust God above all 
things. 
 
We are not attaching an April calendar due to not knowing how long 
this will continue.  We want to return to normal as soon as possible, 
but more importantly, we want our members to be safe.   
 
Please remember that even during these weeks of closure, the church 
still depends on your offerings to function and to continue ministry.  
Offerings may be mailed in, dropped off during office hours of Mon-
day-Thursday 10-4:30 in the mailbox in entryway, or sent through 
your local bank.  Please check with them on how to accomplish this.  
We appreciate you doing this and remember that your church is here 
for you, especially during these trying times, and if you need anything, 
please call us! 
 
We are working on gathering cell phone numbers from all members to 
update the church records, especially if that is your main means of 
contact.  Please call the church office, write on your offering envelope, 
send Facebook message or email to flcnewrock@gondtc.com.  Thanks 
for your help with this! 
                                                                          
                                                         Continued on pg. 8 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 
100th Anniversary: Good session with the committee chairs on March 4. 

Budget set. 

OLD BUSINESS:    
1. Shar Gumke from EaND Synod was present to guide the council through 
the call process. First thing to do is to Pray, Pray and Pray. A call process 
check list was handed out. Site profile can be updated from previous one 
online. Elect a diverse call committee per constitution. All information be-
tween call committee and Synod office is very confidential. Three ways to 
choose a candidate: names can be submitted by the congregation, candi-
dates can request First Lutheran or the Synod office can select from names 
that have been given to them by matching their personal profile to FL's pro-
file. Once names are gathered a congregational meeting must be held to 
vote to approve the call committee. If anyone has questions they may call 
her at the Synod office. Working on a Interim—may have a possibility. 
Names to come, hoping for a smooth transition between Pastor Doug's de-
parture and the new Interim. In the next few months celebrate Pastor Doug 
and what he has meant to First Lutheran during his time here. 
2. Men's Waffle Supper update, $686.11 profit only down by $5 from last 
year. SADD thanked us for letting them have a bake sale at the same time. 
They took in over $600.    
3. Helping Hands reorganization report. Janine Anderson from the commit-
tee (Gail Weisenburger, Susette Allmaras and Janine), provided a proposed 
plan. Copies were given to the council. They will review and discuss at the 
April 8th meeting. 
4. Schedule an upcoming date for church cleanout/organization: Date is set 
for April 25, at 1 p.m. It was requested that at least one member from each 
board committee be present and as many of the congregation that are avail-
able to help. 
5. Reminder of Prairie Rose conference meeting on March 22 at Tolna at 3 
p.m., at American Lutheran Church. This is open to all. Bruce will be going 
as well as Pastor Doug. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:                                                                                                                
1. Extra benevolence - Janine made a motion to give $100 to the Steven 
Cartwright Benefit, Jon seconded. No discussion. Motion carried.  
2. Eater Brunch will be done by SADD again this year. 
 

Having no other new business the meeting was closed with a prayer by Pas-
tor Doug for guidance with the call process followed by the Lord's Prayer. 
 

God's blessings, Pam Nemitz                                                                                                  
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CHURCH COUNCIL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please take note that this meeting happened prior to current decisions   
being made about  worship closures and events! 

 
First Lutheran Church Council met on March 11, 2020. In attendance were: 
Ardyce Snyder, Kayla Jay, Gary Lindquist, Glenda Collier, Karla Ber-
glund, Bruce Hirchert, Pastor Doug, Jim Schuster, Jon Johnson, Katie 
Jorgenson, Erin Radke, Carissa Johnson, LaShane Wobbema, Deb Staf-
ford, Amy Perleberg, Melony Allmaras, Dan Shroyer, Joan Shroyer and 
Pam Nemitz. The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Hirchert. 
 
Glenda made a motion to approve the agenda and Gary seconded the mo-
tion.  No discussion. Motion carried. 
 
Pastor Doug led the council in prayer and shared some light humor with 
cartoons. 
 
Ardyce made a motion to approve the secretary's report. Gary seconded the 
motion. No discussion. Motion carried. 
 
Financial and Treasurer's report: as of March 11, 2020, the checking ac-
count balance was $13,395.09. Amy reported that all mid month bills had 
been paid. Glenda made a motion to approve the financial report, Katie 
seconded the motion. no discussion. Motion carried 
 
Correspondence: None reported. 
 
REPORTS                                                                                                                      
Pastor's Report: One baptism in February and one coming up in March.  
Conference Association will meet at American Lutheran in Tolna on Sun-
day, March 22 at 3 p.m. Noted that he will be taking vacation March 26-30. 
He was asked to sing for the Senior Ministry group at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Carrington. 
 
Board of Education: Cradle Roll will be on April 5, Palm Sunday with 
lunch after for the First Communion class. SMASH kids will walk down 
the isle with palm fronds and will also sing. On Maundy Thursday there 
will be cake after the service in honor of the First Communicates. 
 
Lay Ministry/Evangelism: 
May 17 is Senior recognition Sunday and May 31 will be Affirmation of 
Baptism for the confirmands. Soups are lined up for the rest of the 
Wednesdays in Lent. 
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CHURCH RECORDS 

ATTENDANCE: OFFERING: 
March 1 - 75 $2,615.00        

March 4 - 72 $   209.00        

March 8 - 50 $8,343.83 

March 11 - 47  $   195.00       

March 15 - 104 $2,068.00 

March 18 -  $        

March 22 -  $ 

 

WEEKLY NEED: $   2,839.76     
Y-T-D EXPENSES: $ 35,619.75  
Y-T-D OFFERING: $ 32,781.83 
Y-T-D BUDGET: $ 36,916.81  

General Fund  
(Checking Account) 

Balance as of 3/26/2020: 
$7,688.54 

  

SPECIAL ACCOUNTS: 

Property Fund:  $23,442.24 
Hopes & Dreams:  $1,565.32 

Banner Fund:  $189.99 
Music Fund:  $47.20 

Budget Reserve:  $5,997.98 
Thrivent Choice:  $417.00 
Noisy Offering:  $278.50 

FLC Men’s group:  $2,503.98 
Carpet Fund:  $7,386.71 

100th Anniversary:  $6,387.59 
Lenten Offering:  $424.00 

 
Special Account  

(Savings Account)  
Balance as of 3/26/2020: 

$48,640.51 
 
 

  
 

Christina Anderson 
Alissa Bachmeier & Nate Collier family 

Andrew & Amy Bachmeier 
Bill & Brenda Bachmeier 
Kevin & Vikki Cartwright 

Jim & Eileen Dockter 
Adam & Ashley Fleming family 

Lillian Gedrose 
Curtis & Marty Larson family 

Dennis & Debra Lommen 
Eloise Lucht 

Barb Perleberg 
Korby & Tara Seward family 

Kathy Thompson 
Ken & Marlys Throlson 

Lucas & Terah Weisenburger family 
Reed & Jenna Weisenburger family 

 
 

Acolyte Schedule: 
  To avoid confusion due to unknown  

worship schedule, I am not posting the 
upcoming acolyte list.  I will keep you 

updated once worship resumes and you 
all have your schedules that were mailed 

out to follow at that time.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

April (Group 10) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjcjoC7hsXTAhVJ4oMKHYMpDzIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sharparrows.org%2Finitiatives%2F&psig=AFQjCNFUi501vEnBoRKHEPvm4OuG49pq3A&ust=1493396683955699
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Thanks to all the sponsors of our radio broadcasts! 
 

March 1:   By the radio fund. 

March 8:  IMO Jeff Bjornson, by Bev Bjornson. 

March 15:   IMO Vivian Longnecker, by Ervin Longnecker. 

March 22:   By the radio fund. 

March 29:   IMO Leo Laube’s 89th Birthday, by Janet Laube. 

The following Sundays in 2020 are available for radio sponsorship:   

May 10; June 7; Aug. 9; and Oct. 25.  
Please call the church office if you would be willing to  

sponsor a broadcast.  The cost is $50 for a Sunday.  Thank you  

for all the sponsorships!   

MARCH 2020: 

BAPTISMS:  

Evelyn Jo Koepplin on 3/15/20 

 

WEDDINGS:   

 

FUNERALS:  

 

TRANSFERS:  

 

 

 

ALTAR  
COMMITTEE 
for April 

Kathy Ryan  

Marty Larson 

 

Your 2020 schedules are 

in your church mailbox! 
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  2nd -Macey Wobbema 
  3rd - Chelsey Zeltinger 
  5th - Ed Tollefson 
  7th - Jon Heinz 
  8th - Korey Anderson 
 Whitney Burkhardsmeier 
 Olivia Larson 
13th - Johnny Carlson 
14th - Keegan Anderson 
 Jeff Pfau 
 Nate Rue 
15th - Marlo Byberg 
 Kylie Grossman 
18th - Bonnie Byberg 
 Rob Cudworth 
 Sydney Ulrich 
 Maggie Wobbema 

19th - Milton Omoth 
20th- Karen Buck 
21st - Karen Anderson 
22nd -Kip Ehni 
 Isaac Lange 
23rd - Barrett Savageau 
25th - Traci Harrington 
 Leonard Jacobson 
 Trista Langley 
 Barb Munson 
26th - Bruce Hirchert 
 Lincoln Langley 
27th - David Anderson 
 Hallie Brown 
 Josh Langley 
28th - Billy Fleming 
 Mary Nokleby 
30th - Vicki Ryan 

Memorials given during March: 
 CARPET FUND 

IMO Milton Nokleby, by 
Mary Nokleby 

IMO Rodney Simonson, by 
Mary Nokleby 

IMO Marlene Knatterud, by 
Mary Nokleby 

 
100TH ANNIVERSARY 

IMO Marlene Knatterud, by 
Frank & Anne Erickson 

 
 
 


